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PREFACE 

A detailed study of important ancient historical sites is greatly needed. 
In this monograph an attempt has been made to give an exhaustive and syste- 
matic account of Eajagriha, one of the most important ancient Indian cities, 
from all the available literary sources, Brahmamcal, Jam and Buddhist. I may 
draw the readers’ attention to the map of Rajagriha published jn the Archmlog%cd 
Survey Report for 1905-06. I am grateful to Rao Bahadur K. N. Dikshit, 
Director-General of Archa)ology in India, for kindly asking me to undertake 
this work. I trust that this treatise will be found useful by those for whom 
it is intended. 


BIMALA CHURN LAW 
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RAJAGPIHA IN ANCIENT LITERATURE 


1 DIFFERENT NAMES : THEIR ORIGIN AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Kusagrai)ui‘a/ Girivraja^' and ruijagrilia’* (Pali Eajagalia, Arddlia-MagadM 
Eayagiha) are the three familiar nanicR by which the ancient and earlier capital 
oi Magadha'^ is known m ancient literature. Knsagrapiira, which is represented 
by Jmaprabhasuri as tlie earlier name of Rfij agriha,-'' cannot be traced in any 
of the Pali or Arddha-Magadlii works. 11 wen Thsang transliterates tliis name 
in Chinese as Kii-she-ka-lo-jyu-lo, whicli Julien wrongly restores by Ivusagarapura 
or ‘Palace ol tlie Kusa house Waiters who restoj-es it by Kiisagrapura 
observes : The i.raiislation s/ianq-mao " HU]>erior reed-grass ’ apparently supposes 

the word Ku^wfru Acc.ording to i.ho Chinese pilgrim’s itinerary, “ the city 
derived its inline from l/lic excellent fragrant reed-grass whi(}h aboundeil there 

As for the second name (brivraja, its origin or signilicance is not far to 
seek. The city was called Cii-ivraju. beiniusc it was ‘ guarded by a cluster of 
close-set five hills Huddhaghosa explains the Pali Giribhaja as meaning ‘ an 
enclosure of lulls’."’ ’rims Cinvraja may be taken to simply mean ‘ a lull- 
girt city ’. 

The tiiird name Rajagi-iba, whudi literally means a ‘ royal abode ‘ royal 
residence or ‘ royal seat is thus accounted for by Buddhaghosa .* “ Rdjagaha 
is a town so named. It is called Rdjagaha liecause it was used as a residence 
(lit. seized) by Mandhatri, Mahagovinda, and the rest. But as others explain it, 
Rdjagaha is just a name chosen for the town concerned Dhammapala refers 
to another ojiimon accounting lor the name Rajagaha as a prison for inimical 
kings {yatwajuuma galiahhuiaUd).'^ 


^ Manjub7l-i]I rilahilpa, LX 1 IJ, wJujro Kusri<fi.i.])ui'i ofjcjtu-s an anoUior lorm of the name , Jmaprabhasun’s 

V^vldha-t^7llla-hal])(l, V((7bh(~n agin-Ltulpa , v 14 

^ Mahflhhaiaia, idabhCqxiivfi, Oh XX 1, ‘5 , HaiiiyuUa-tnbdyn, Vi If, p IS.-) 

Makdbhdxita, Habhapdi mt, (Jh XXI, 40 , ViOtapm txt, Ththaiyiituparvu, ()-82-]04 , etc. 

^ PCdalvpuL'Ki, Kiisut/tap'iaa, or Pwsltpapnia was tlie later c*apital 
^ V^vidlui-tli thd-halpa, Vnibkdi ayii i-hmlpa, v. 14. 
fl-7 Wattois’ Y uu)! (Jliwancj, II, p 149 
8 16jc/, Vol !I,i) 148 

® MdMbliatatd, Habhapui vd, (Jh XX I, v 3 ISte pamlia muhdbt ingd, pat oatuh bltala-druyndJi rahslmntwdbhimmliatya 
samliatd'ngd, (ritmajani. Snlia-nipdta, p 72. Agmnd Rd.gaya'hmti Bnddho Magadhdnam Oinhbajam. “ Oinbhajan 
U idam‘p% tassa udmam, tatn hi Pd)idava-Gi') 3 huhuta-'Vahh~tm-Isig%h-Vepidla-ndmalsdnam panchannam girlnam magjhe 
vajo viyo tJntani, tabtnd Ginbhajun h michchali. Sutta-mpdla ConmeMuty, II, p 382 

SatatthupgiaMhim, II, p 159 Magadlia-iatthassa Gitibhaie gin-panhJahepe tjato U attho. 

Sumangala-vildsmi, I, p 132 ■ Mdyagahe’h evam-7iamake nagare Tam hi Mandhd,tu-MahdgQ^ 
gahltaUd Pdgagahan h vuchcliati. Anne ndmam etam nuguiassa 

12 TJda.na-vannand,, Siamese Ed., p 32 Of. Bhdgavata Parana, X, Oh, 7, according to which king J^rdsai^ 
prisoned several kings in Bdjagfiha. 
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EAJAGEIHA IN ANCIENT LITERATURE 


According to Jinaprabliasnri, the city wMcli eventually came to be called 
Eajagriba was known from time to time by such earlier names as KsMtipratisbtba, 
Cbanakapura, Riskabbapura, and Kusagrapura/ tbe first tliree of wMcb are not 
met witb elsewkere, m Buddbist or Brabmanical literature. We come across two 
other names of tbe ancient city, namely Vasumati in tbe Rdmdyana'^ and Bar- 
badratbapura m tbe Mahdbhdmta,^ 

2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION AND TOPOGRAPHY 

Tbe Mahdbhdmta {Sabhdparva) , wbicb professes to give an earlier account of 
Rajagriba^ when it was used as tbe capital by king Jarasandba and known by 
tbe name of Girivraja, describes tbe royal city as one guarded by five close-set 
bills witb large peaks. Tbe five bills witb wbicb tbis beautiful royal city was 
girt and made impregnable on all sides (durddJiarsTiam samantatah) were Vaibara, 
tbe large mountain {'Oipulah sailo), Varaba, Vnsbabba, Risbigiri, and Subbacbai- 
tyaka.® Tbe five bills around tbe city, as named in a second enumeration, were 
Pandara, Vipula, Varabaka, Cbaityaka, tbe best of mountains {g%nsy eshtha) , and 
Matanga, tbe rocky elevation (hlocMiaya).^ Tbis capital of Magadba wbicb 
‘ might have a view ’ by persons from a distance from tbe Goratliagm” (modern 
Barabar bills)® lay concealed, as it were, in lodhra {racemom) trees adoi’iied all 
over witb fragrant and delightful blossoms. It also abounded witli tbe beautiful 
groves of Pippala trees. It was tbe place where once dwelt such holy peisonagcs 
as Risbi Dirgbatamas, tbe bigb-souled Gautama, and tbe sage Kakslnvan. It was 
again tbe place that contained tbe excellent abodes of Svastika and Maninaga, 
tbe two serpents that tormented tbe enemies On the five great lulls, Paiidai-a, 
Vipula, Varabaka, Cbaityaka, and Matanga, were the abodes of all s%ddhas, the 
hermitages of anchorites and bigb-souled mums, and tbe baimts of powerful bulls, 
Gandliarms, RdJcshasas, and Ndgas. The hot springs, famous as Tapodds,'^ were 
praised by all siddhas as jmnyatMhas (holy waters for punlicatory baths). 
Mamndga was tbe tutelary deity of the place, while tbe yalshms were the minor 
deities of appreciable importance It was then a flourishing city, populous a,nd 

^ Vimma-rntha-halpa, YaibMHigi)i-Lalpa,vv 13-14 KshilipmiishtMch ndmamjnn vabhMi/at lada iadn, KJnh. 
piatishtlia-Chanalapiiia-nshabhapmuWndlmm Kusdgmpunisamjnum cha humad Itagagnhuhvuyam 

Hwen Thsang’s cxiiUnatmn ol tlie origin of the name Kusagrapuia may not at all bo coxioet See 

2 1, 32 7 

» II, 24 44 

« Though the account given lefeis to an eaiher state of things, it is highly improbable tliat, as one has it, it is 
eaihei than that contained in the Pah Canon The neighbouimg hill which is called Coiathagiii has been named 
Khalatika (Bald) in the msciiptions of A&oka as well as the Mahlbhashya of Patafijali {Cot pus In&uiptionum In- 
d%canim. New Series, Vol I) 

5 Sahhupaiva, Ch. XXI, v. 2 Vaihato vipulah sailo VdtdJio VrshabMstathd tatha Mishigiristdfu Subhdschaityaha- 
pancTiayndk 

^ Ibid, Ch. XXI, V 11 Pdndare Vipule chaiva tatha Vdidhalae^ pi cha Ohaityahe cha giuCeshthe Mdtanqe cha 
siloohchaye ^ 

'' Ibid, Ch XX, V. 30 Goratham girim dsddya dadriiur Magadham put am 

s See Jackson’s identification of Qoradhagin m JBOBS, Vol. I, Pt. II, p. 162 , Barua’s Old Brdhml Inscnvtwm 
on the Udayagin and Khandagin caves, p 224 

® Kahshlvatastapovlrydt Tapodd iti visrutdh. 

Sabhdparva, Ch. XXI, vv 1-14 

Vanaparva, Tlrthaydtrdprarva, 6-82-106, 106, 107. 
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PREFACE 


Following on my decipherment and pnhlication of the Mercara plates in 1872, I 
discovered the Ganga inscriptions ISTos. 4 and 5, and some copies, mostly imperfect, of various 
inscriptions in Coorg were furnished to me by Government in the time of Colonel Hill with 
a view to their being translated But owing to all my spare time being taken up with 
numerous other important engagements and absence on duty in Calcutta, it was not till 
1886 that the first edition of this work was issued. Though the light thus thrown upon 
the early history of the country was valuable as far as it went, I could not but regret, when 
recently called upon to compile the Gazetteer of Coorg for the new Imperial Gazetteer of 
India, the absence of fuller and more satisfactory information on the subject. Under the 
conviction that something additional might probably be found m the way of epigraphic 
records, I deputed two of my Archseological Assistants, with the approval of the Commis- 
sioner (Mr. Lionel Davidson), to make inquiries. The result fully justified my expectation. 
For copies of a number of inscriptions previously unknown were obtained, which enabled 
the filling up of the blanks hitherto existing in the past history. These were published 
as supplements to the Tumkur and Bangalore volumes (xii and ix) of my Epigraphia 
Carnatica. Four more have now been added of which notice was received from Mr. L. T. 
Harris. 

But the Government of India having been pleased, on the application of the Chief 
Commissioner, the Hon’ble Mr S M. Fraser, to sanction the issue of a revised edition of 
the work, brought up to date, the opportunity has been taken of collecting aU belonging 
to Coorg, now more than trebled in number, into one volume in this edition, and publishing 
them on the same plan as in the remaining volumes of the series, of which this forms 
the first. For the present edition I have received much assistance from the impressions 
procured for me by Bao Sahib Hrishna Sastri, Assistant Superintendent for Epigraphy, 
Southern Circle 

Haeeow-on-the-Hill, 

Easter 1913 


b 




LIST OF ILLUSTfiATIONS 


PAGE 

I. MeroSra plates of Avinifca J^ongani (No. 1) ... .. .. .. Pacing 30 

II. Bilulr inscription of Satyavakya (No. 2) ,, ,, .. .. .. „ 31 

III. Kotur do. (No. 3) „ 32 

lY. Peggur Ganga inscription of A D. 978 (No, 4) .. .. .. .. „ 32 

V. Paltlr stone inscription (No. 8) ,, .. .. ,, 33 

YI Bhagamandala stone inscription (No. 9) . , . . , , , . , . . . . , ,, 33 

YII Anjanagiri Jama stone inscription of A.D. 1644 (No. 10) .. .. .. „ 34 

VIII. Mullur epitapli of Gnnasena, A.D 1064|(No 34) .. , .. ,, ,, 43 

IX. Mullur pillar inscription of Rajendra-KongalTa and Eaiadhiraia Xongalya, A.D. 

1068 (No. 35) ,. .. .. .. ,, .. .. .. .. 44 

X, Ylrakal from Mullur (No. 45) ,, .. ,, .. .. 40 

XI. Malambi stone of the time of EajakSsanvarma-Permanadigal (No. 46) . . . . „ 46 

XII. Yirakal from Yadur, A D. 1096 (No. 67) .. .. .. ,, 48 

XIII. Sketck-map of Ooorg .. .. ,, .. .. .. .. 101 


6-1 




KEY TO ABBEEVIATIONS FOE THE NAMES OF TALUQS, USED IN THE 
EPIGEAPHIA OAENATICA 


Sign 

Talnq 

Ojstrict 

Volume 

Sign 

Talnq 

District 

V olume 

An 

Anokal 

Bn 

IX 

Kp 

Koppa 

Kd 

VI 

Ag 

Aikalgttd .. 

En 

V 

Kr 

Kiishnaiajpe-t 

My 

lY 

Ak 

Aifiikoi’o 

Hn 

V 

Kg 

Kunigal 

Tm 

XII 

lig 

Bilgopalli 

K1 

X 

Ml 

Maddagiri 

Tm 

XII 

Iln 

Bangaloro ... 

Bn 

IX 

Ma 

Mugadi 

Bn 

IX 

R1 

BolQr 

En 

V 

Ml 

Mnlavalli 

My 

III 

Rp 

BowringpOt 

K1 

X 

Mr 

Malur ... . 

K1 

X 

Cl 

Oliallakoro 

Cd 

XI 

Md 

Mandya 

My 

HI 

Oh 

Cluimrainagnr 

My 

IV 

Ml 

Manjarabad 

En 

V 

Cl 

Cliannagin 

Hh 

VI I 

Mk 

Molakalinuru 

Cd 

XI 

Cp 

Olunmapatina 

Bn 

IX 

Mg 

Madgoro 

Kd 

VI 

Cn 

Ohaniiaiiiyapatjna .. . . 

II n 

V 

Mb 

Mulbagal 

K1 

X 

OB 

Chik-Ballapur 

K1 

X 

My 

Mysore 

My 

III 

Om 

Oliikmtigalfii ... .. 

Kd 

VI 

Eg 

Niigamangala . . 

My 

IV 

Ok 

Ohiknayakanhalli 

Tm 

XII 

Nr 

Nagar 

Sh 

VIII 

ct 

Oluntamani 

K1 

X 


Eanjangftd 

My 

III 

Od 

Oliitaldioog 

Od 

XI 

m 

Nolamangala 

Bn 

IX 

Og 

Cocng . ..... 

Og 

I 

Tyr 

Pavugada . 

Tm 

XII 

Bg 

Davangoio 

Od 

XI 

Sa 

Sagar . . 

Sh 

VIII 

Dv 

Dovtnihalli ... 

Bn 

IX 

Sr 

Seringapatam 

My 

III 

DB 

Bod-Ballapiir 

Bn 

IX 

Sk 

Shikarpnr .. 

Sh 

VII 

Gd 

GOi ibulnfti 

K1 

X 

Sh 

Shimoga ...... 

Sh 

VII 

Gb 

Gubbi 

Tm 

XII 

Sd 

Sidlaghatta 

K1 

X 

Gu 

QiindalpOti ... .. 

My 

IV 

Si 

Sira 

Tm 

XII 

ITn 

Uassan . ... 

En 

V 

Sb 

Sorab 

Sh 

VIII 

Hg 

TToggadadevanket© 

My 

IV 

SB 

Sravana-Bolgola .. 

Hn 

TI 

Hr 

Hiriyfir 

Cd 

XI 

Sg 

SringSri 

Kd 

VI 

Hk 

IIolalkeiG . . 

Cd 
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INTEODUCTION 

The inscriptions of Coorg, though few in nuinlber, are of importance, especially the 
earlier ones. It is true they tell us little about the Kodagas, or Ooorgs, themselyes Hor 
was this to be expected, for the Coorgs are naturally an unlettered race, their very language 
having no written characters^ ; and although the predominant class, they form no more than 
one-tifth of the population. The earliest express mention of the Kodagas that has been met 
with in inscriptions is in 1174, in the time of the Hoysala king Vira-Ballala (Hs 20). 
They are also mentioned in 1722, in the time of Chikka Deva-Eaja of Mysore (Sr 64). 
But the name Kudakam (Coorg) apparently occurs in Tamil literature so far back as the 
2nd century*" ; and the Seven Kombu of Sk 136 may have reference to Coorg in 1068. 

Nevertheless, some idea may be formed of ancient divisions of the country. Thus, 
in 887, under the Gangas, we have mention (Og 2) of the Male Thousand (the lull country 
to the west). This was apparently ruled in 977 by four Malcpas or hill chiefs (Og 4). In 
1013, Kuda-inalainad in Tamil (TN 35), Kodaga-malonad inlCannada (TN 122), is included 
in the conquests oC the Ohola king Eajaraja. In 1095 the Kadamba Duddharasa is described 
(Cg 57) as ‘a pleasure-garden of the Malepas,’ meaning perhaps that they found with him 
a safe retreat In 1124 wo find (B1 178) the Ohangalvas coming to the aid of the Malepas 
against the Hoysalas. And in 1174 two Coorg chiefs (? Malepas) and the Kodagas of all 
the nads assisted the Changalva king in his final struggle against the Hoysalas (Hs 20). 
From the mention here of Kuruche, this may have been a chief place of the Malepas. In 
1275 and 1281 the Hoysala king Narasiraha III signs himself (Md 79, TN 100) Malafarol- 
ganda, ‘ champion among the Malapas or Malepas,’ but this may have been a Hoysala title 
from the beginning. 

In the south-east, also under the Gangas, in 888 and 978 (Cg 2, 4) there was a district 
called the Peddoregai^e or Beddorogare Seventy (the banks, yare^ of the Ped-dore or big river, 
the existing T)odda-holo or Lakshinantirtha). At the latter date the king’s younger brother 
was its governor. North from the above were the Changalvas, who filled a large space in 
the history of the country Their later capital was at Nahjarajapattana, which still gives 
its name to the northern taluq of Coorg North from them, again, were the Kongalvas, who 
were established in the Yelusavira or Seven Thousand country by the Cholas in 1004 
(Cg 46), and who disappeared soon after the expulsion of the Cholas from Mysore by the 
Hoysalas in 1116 Mulhir seems to have been an important place in their territory. In 
1390 Mnllur-nad was given as a grant by the Yijayanagar king Hanhara II to an officer 
named Gonka-Eaddi-nayaka, serving under his general Gundappa-dandanayaka (Cg 39). 

Firishta says that at the end of the 16th century Coorg proper was governed by its own 
chiefs, called Nfiyaks, who admitted the supremacy of Yijayanagar. According to tradition 
the country was divided into twelve Kombus and thirty-five Nads. The Changalvas fell 


^ For writing they employ the Kannada (or Kanarese) letters 
2 Kanakasabhai Pillai, in The Tamils 1800 years ago, p. 10. 
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before the Mysoreans and the Coorg Eajas next established themselves as masters 

of the whole country, until it was annexed to British India in 1834. The close connection 
of the province with Mysore throughout the greater part of its history is made clear by 
these records, a connection which has been perpetuated to the present day in the arrange- 
ments for its administration by the British Grovernment 

The earlier inscriptions show that the Jam faith was exclusively the State or court 
leligion at first. Then followed the ^aiva and Vaishnava creeds, and lastly the Vira-Saiva 
or Lingayit form of Saivism. All this while the Coorgs no doubt, as now, kept to their own 
Ancestor and Demon worship. The former is one of the most widely extended in the worldb 
No. 5, dated in 1000, possibly furnishes evidence of the antiquity of the Coorg houses. 
A Coorg kadanga is named in No. 2, even in 888. 

Kauambas 

The inscriptions which have now been discovered enable us to trace the history of Coorg 
as far back as early in the Christian era. But the puramc account of the foundation of the 
State and monarchy, given in the Kdvm-Mahdtmya^ connects it with a prince named 
Chandravarmma, the son of a king of the Matsya country, who was succeeded by his son 
Devakanta. Now Matsya (Virata’s capital) has been identified with Hangal in Dharwar 
(called Viratan-kote), and there is ground for the conclusion that Chandravarmma was a 
Kadamba prince The Kadambas were a line of independent kings ruling in the west of 
Mysore, in North and South Kanara, and other parts, between the 3rd and 6th centuries. 
They were Mysorean in origin, and are identified with Banavasi as their capital. This is 
situated on the river Varada, on the north-west frontier of Mysore, in North Nanara. It 
had the Brahman name Jayanti or Vaijayanti. Banavasi was a very ancient city, being one 
of the places to which Buddhist missionaries are said to have been sent in the time of the 
Maurya emperor A^oka, the 3rd century B.C. ; and it is also mentioned by Ptolemy in the 
2nd century A.D. 

The origin and rise of the Kadainbas is described in the fine old inscription on a pillar at 
Talagunda in the Shikarpur taluq of Mysore (Sk 176). According to tins, a Brahman 
student in the agrahara of Sthanakundiir (TMagunda) was the progenitor of the royal line. 
He went to the Pallava capital (Kanchl, or Conjee veram, near Madras) in order to complete 
his studies, but owing to a violent quarrel there with Pallava hot semen, he resolved, for the 
purpose of revenging the insults he had received as a Biahman, to become a Kshattnya. 
Training himself in the use of arms, he escaped to the forests leading to Sriparvata (Karnul 
Districtj, where he became so powerful, levying tribute from the great Bana (or Briliad- 
Bana) and other hings, that the Pallavas found it impossible to put him down They there- 
fore resolved to recognize him as a king, and installed him in a territory extending to the 
Western Ocean He is known as Mayuravarmma. Of his successors, one of the most dis- 
tinguished was Kakustha, whose daughters were given in marriage to the Gupta and other 
kings. The reference is piobably to Samudra- Gupta, who made an expedition throughout 
the South, as recorded on the pillar at Allahabad. Another daughter was apparently given 
to the Ganga king of Mysore The Kadambas were subdued by the Chalukyas from the 
North in the 6th century, but held subordinate positions for several centuries later We 


* See Ty]or’s Pnmttive Culture, vol. ii,ch. 18, and Sir Momer Williams’ Religious Thought and Life in 
India, p. 24, 
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know from, inscriptions that Kadamba states existed in the 11th century in the country now 
called Manjarabad, mthe north of Coorg ; and in the lOtli to the J2th century m Bayalnad, 
now called Wainad, to the south of Ooorg ; as well as in Hangal and G-oa. 

Of the Kadambas of Manjarabad we have an inscription m Ooorg itself (No 57), dated 
in 1095. It relates to a king named Ouddharasa, and is a vzra-idsana erected to his memory 
by his brother Jujarasa. Duddha is described as a maha-mandale^vara, lord of Tripura, 
sun to the Balindra-kula/ a pleasure-garden of the Malepas (or hill chiefs), his father’s 
warrior and has otlier titles. He protected Maleya (Malabar), and was 

governing Sanihatlia-nad, Pakuvadi and other places , having 15 horses, 50 male servants, 250 
strong men [ekkaligariL)^ 4.5 retainers of good family, and a retinue of many subjects, guards, 
relatives, and landholders He was the son of Hittcyarasa and Junjahi-Devi. At the 
request of his wife Clukkala-Devi, he had a tank made. He also endowed Brahmans, and 
formed ricc-lields at the river. The inscription was apparently composed by Molate- 
Duddhamalla, his minister for peace and war, and written by the senahova’s son Bainma-deva. 

Of this Huddharasa wc have a record in Mj 18, of the same year, wiien his son l)aya- 
simha was on tlie tlirone. Hero Duddha is styled a maharaja, and is said to be the son of 
Chagi-inaharaja, which must have been the titular name of his father. By his wife 
Mechalarasi ho had three sons — Sartthiga-nripa, Chagi-maharaja, and Bayasimha-nnpa. 
The last is described as a crest-jewel of the Kadamba-vam^a, and lord of Banavasi-pura. He 
slow an enemy named Sripala, wlio had an immense army His court resounded with the 
mingled notes of songs, drums, dances, flutes and guitars , he was a critical examiner of poems 
and dramas ; and proficient in logic, grammar, painting, music and many others of the 
sixty -four branches of Learning. Why have another Bharata story (says the inscription); 
IS not JDayasimha’s history enough We also have a notice of Duddha in Sk 151, where 
Chamuiida- Rayarasa, the governor of the Banavase Twelve Thousand under the Ohalukyas 
m 104.7, has, among other epithets, that of ‘ a grindstone to Duddha.’ 

If Duddha-niaharaja was preceded on the throne by his father Ohagi-maharaja, as we 
must suppose was the case, they connect with the Kadamba king Niti-maharaja, of whom 
there is a series of seven inscriptions in Manjarabad. The dates range from 1026 (Mj 53) 
to about 1035 (Mj 55), the latter recording liis death with the performance of the Jaina 
rite of sannyasanam. The inscriptions are very short and much effaced. In Mj 61 only 
lole remains of the name of Ins residence, and Mj 55 contained the name of his 
father, which is gone. 

Gangas 

Rut the earliest of the inscriptions in Ooorg show that this country formed part of the 
territory of the Gangas, a line of kings who ruled over Mysore from about the 2nd to the 1 i th 
century Tlieir kingdom was called Gangavadi, described as a Ninety-six Thousand country, 
and their capital, at first Kuvalala or Kovalala (Kolm-), was removed in the 3rd century to 
Talakad on the Kaveri, in the south-east of the Mysore District. The dynasty was founded 
by two Jain princes of the Ikshvaku (Solar) race, who came from the North, and were aided 


^ While he is here said to be of the Ballndra-kala, his son. in the Manjarabad record of the same date, 
is said to be of the Kadamba-varaSa Bat the Duddha in both must be the eann person, as Ooorg in this 
part and Manjarabad adjoin one another and are really one territory. 

® The same question is asked (Hn 63) with reference to the Hoysala king Yishnuyarddhana — A 
Dnddarasa is mentioned as associated with the Hoysala royal family in 1176 (Og 33). 

1-A 
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by the Jam doMrya Simhanandi/ whom they met at Perur, still distinguished as Ganga- 
Perur (in the Kadapa District). By name, the Gangas seem to he connected with the 
Gangaridse or tribes of the Ganges valley who, according to Greek and Roman accounts of 
the times of Alexander the Great and Seleucus Nicator, were subjects of Chandra-Gupta, the 
founder of the Maurya dynasty of Pataliputra (now Patna on the Ganges). Jam traditions 
represent him as ending his life at Sravana-Belgola in Mysore. The Gangaridio are men- 
tioned by Ptolemy, and the Latin authors Yirgil, Valerius Placcus, and Curtins also make 
reference to them. Pliny writes of the Gangaridse Calingse or Gangas of Ilalmga (Orissa 
and neighbouring parts), where there was an important line of Ganga kings m the 7th and 
8th centuries, and where Ganga kings ruled down to as late as the ICth century But the 
Gangas of Mysore were the origmal Ime, and the Gangadikaras, who still form the largest 
section of the agricultural population of Mysore, represent their former subjects, this name 
being a contraction from Gangavadikara. 

Curiously enough, the first discovery of this important lino of kings, who were the rulers 
of Mysore for nearly the whole of the first milleimium of the Christian era, but whoso very 
name had dropped into oblivion, was due to the copper plates (Cg 1) found in the treasury 
at Mercara ^ As to when or by whom they were placed there no trace has been found, and 
they relate, not to any place m Coorg, but to one in Mysore. They were brought to the 
notice of Dr, Burgess by Mr. Graeter, and are now deposited m the Lutheran Mission 
Museum at Basle in Switzerland. Much controversy arose as to their date, the year 888 
being given in the plates without mention of any era By some they were accepted as 
one of the earliest unquestionable inscriptions discovered m India, whilst others imagined 
they might he forgeries The full and abundant information that has since come to light 
in the insciiptions obtained by me from all parts of Mysore, some of which were published 
at the time m the Indian Antiquary or other works, and all of which appear in full m the 
volumes of my JE^igra^ha Oarnaiica^ enables us to maintain the credibility of the Mercara 
plates The date contained in them, as regards the year, is correct according to the Saka 
era, nor is this belied by the palaeography^. The language of the mam portion is Sanskrit, 
but the details of the grant are in Hala Kannada. 

What the plates tell us is, that of a gift made by the Ganga king Kongani-mahadhiraja, 
named Avinita, w^hose pedigree is given, to a Jam priest, wdioso spiritual descent is also 
given, in the year three hundred and eighty-eight (m words), with other details of the month, 
day, etc , ^ (but as usual at that early period with no name of the cyclic year), the minister 

^ He IS named as a grpat poet by Indrabhuti in his Simayahhuskana, along with Blacharya (Padmanandi, 
the guru of Sakatayana) and Pujyapada (/ A , xii, 20), and m SB .54 is mentioned next to Samantabhadra, 
who belongs to the 2nd oentuiy 

2 First decipheied by me and published in 1872 {Ind Ant. i, 363 ; see also xii, 12) 

•5 Objections to this were raised by Dr Fleet, who said (El, iii, 162) ‘ it is definitely betrayed by a 
character which furnishes a leading test in deahng with southern recoids ’ and which he said could not appear 
eailier than 804. In this he was shown to be mistaken (EC, iv, Int. 6), and Dr. Bilhlei {Ind Pal §29, B2) 
remaiked to the same effect. Dr F’s reply (El, vi, 79) was- ‘ 1 concede that tins instance adduced by 
Mr Rice is to be referred probably to the 6th century A.D But it has nothing to do with the matter that 
we haye in hand It is a Grantha oharactei ’ It was then pointed out (EC, vi, Int 30) that even supposing 
it was Grantha, the letter was undoubtedly the same, as Tamil had no aspirated letters. Dr. Biihler also 
{lx. §31, A B6) refers it to the Fanaiese-Telugu script 

4 Regarding a discrepancy in the week-day and nakshatra, Dr Bhandarkar says {Ind Ant i, 363) — 
Finding that Magh suddha 5th S. 388 fell on Wednesday, I submitted the q[nestion to Prof Kern Lakshman 
Ohatre. He finds the day to fall on ‘Wednesday, Budhavara or Saumyavaia, nakshatra Uttara-Bhadrapada ’, 
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{manin) of Akalavarsha Prithiivi-Vallabha (a Eashtrakuta king), having obtained from 
Avinila-mahadliiraja by grant the village named Badanegnppe, situated in the Edenad 
beveniy of the Punad Six Thousand, gave it, together with the rights pertaining to six 
mcdudod villages, to tlie Srivijaya Jma temple of Talavana-nagara (Talakad), along with 
certain f)ther privileges and lands (adding considerably to the value of the donation) 

Tlic grant is thus asiiribod to the time of Avinita, and the date given, which is ec[uiva- 
lent to dhG A.D , agrees with the history as we now know it, for Avinita reigned from g. 
4,30 to 182, this long reign being due to the fact, stated m many inscriptions, that he was 
crowned while an infant on his mother’s lap. 

But farther clear historical allusions in the plates require us to show that two other 
kings belonged to the same period, namely, Akalavarsha, undoubtedly a Eashtrakuta, and 
Xrisluiavarmma, a Kadamba. Of these, the former maybe rcoogni 2 !;ed as follows to have 
been contemporary with Avinita. For, as I was the first to point out, the varsha titles of 
the hashtrakuta kings were so constant that the title is a sufficient guide to the king’s name. 
Aktlla varsha is thus synonymous with a Krishna-Eaja. 

Now it so happens that coins of a Jirishna-Eaja have been found at Devalana in the 
Nasik District and other parts of Bombay, which, as Professor Eapson says [Indian Coins, 27), 
have been attributed to a Eashtrakuta king of this name, c. 375-400 A.D. But he considers 
this date too early for the style of the coins, which are imitated from the latest Gupta coins 
current in this locality. For tlio same reason, he says, it is impossible to place them as 
late as tlio bettor known Knshna-Eaja Eashtrakuta, c. 750 A.D. Dr. Fleet suggested (DKD 
296, 385) thfit they may he Kalachuri coins of Xrishna-Eaja, the father of ^ankaragana 
(apparently about 570 A.D.). But the Kalachuri coins have quite a different device. 
Accepting the coma, therefore, as Eashtrakuta, 466 as a date for the Krishna- Raja of whom 
wo are in search seems to satisfy the required conditions and supply the wanted intermediate 
figure. Sir Walter Elliot says (Ooins of 80. Ind. 149) ^General Cunningham’s ascription 
of tliesc coins to Krishna- Raja Raslitrakrita is confirmed,’ 

As to the relations subsisting in tins, the 6th century, between the Easlitrakiitas an(L 
Gangas, and other contemporary powers, we have the following evidence. The Siragunda 
stone ( Cm 50) says that Nirvvinita’s [i.e. Avinita’s) younger son was crowned with 
the Kongani diadem by KaduvettP (or the Pallava king) and the Yallava (Ballaha or 
Eashtrakuta) king". This we may account for by the statement (in Bn 141, Mi 110, and 
DB 68) that Avinita, acting on the advice of his own gura^ had set aside Durvvinita (from 
the snccossion) in favour of another son, hut that Lakshmi (the goddess of sovereignty) of 
her own accord came and embraced his broad chest. Then, (in Nr 35) Durvvinita is 
said to have captured Kaduvetti on the field of battle and placed his own daughter’s son 
Jayasimha-Vallabha on his hereditary throne. 

and considers that the engraver, being careless, has written Soma for Saumya. Nakshatra Svati never falls 
near 5th Magh suddha, hnt the astrologer consulted, he thinks, may have carelessly taken Magh vadha, and 
given Svati, which falls only a day in advance of the 5th for S 388. Dr. Kielhorn's calculations (id, xxiv, 11) 
give the same results. 

^ KOiduvetti or Eadava-Raya is the common designation in Mysore inscriptions for the Pallava king. 
The former name survives in Karve^i-nagara, in the North Arcot District. 

“ This rendering has been suggested by Mr Narasimhachar (MAR, 1912), and he points out the interest- 
ing parallel occurrence, some centuries later, when the Ganga king Sivamara-Saigotta, after his release from 
captivity, was crowned with their own hands by the Rashtrakuta king Govmda Prabhtita varsha and the 
Pallava king Nandivarmma, as related m Yd 60 and N1 60. The proposed identification of Jayasimha 
is also due to him 
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Now eTayasimlia-Yallabha is the name given m the Ailiole inscription (El, vi, J) as that 
of the Chalnkya prince who, in the Yewur, Nautliem and other grants (I A, xii, 12 ; xvi, 
15), 18 said to have gained a footing for the Chalnkyas by subduing a Bashtrakrita king 
named India, the son of Krishna. If we may identify these two Jayasimhas as the same 
person, it follows that he had a Ganga mother and a Chalukya father. But it must be 
admitted that the Gangas (who were of the Solar race) nowhere claim such a conneotion 
with the Chalukyas (who were of the Lunar race), unless we are to understand the solitary 
statement (MAR, 1912) that Durvvmita was of the Krisliiia-ytw/^d (and therefore Lunar 
race) as making snoh a claim at tliis particular period (perhaps through Ins mother). In 
any case, a Bashtrakuta Krishna here also appears in contact with tho Gangas at this 
time. 

Putting together the various coincident items, the foilowing appears to have been the 
state of affairs. The Ganga king Avinita (whose mother was a Kadamba piincess, tho sistci 
of Iu?isbnavarmma) married the Pnnnad Raja’s daughter, and had by her his son Durv- 
vmita. This son he set aside (from tho succession) m favour of another son (no doubt born 
of a different mother), and the latter obtained the Kongaui (or Ganga) crow n from (or with 
the support of) the Pallava and Rashtraknta kings. Nevertheless, Laksiimi (tho goddess 
of sovereignty) came to Durvvmita of her own accord, and he on his part onteri'd into 
alliance with the Chalukya prince, giving him his daughter m marriage. Th(‘ son born of 
this union was Jayaaimha-Vallabha. Dnrvvmita next seized Kaduveiti (the Pallava king) 
on the field of battle and placed Jayasimba-Yallabha on his hereditary throne. And ho 
m his tni'ii made good the Chalukya snpiemacy for tho time being by defeating the Hashtra- 
kuta, the son of Krishna, but was eventually, it appears, slam in an encountm’ wil,h 
Trilochana-Pallava. 

It IS clear, as Dr. Biihler remarked, that Raahtrakutas ruled iu the Dekluin in the .Ird 
to the 5th centuries. And I may add that although no other evidence lias yoi, come to light 
that the Krishna-Raja Rashtraknta of that period was called Akalavarsha, the family custom 
'■was no doubt adhered to. This identification, if it could he accepted, Dr Plci't adnnitod, 
would of coarse be a strong argmnent m favour of the genuine antiquity of tho Mercaia, 
plates. 

As regards the Kadamba king Krisbnavarmma, we are introduced in B1 121 to two so 
named in that family. The first was the great-grandfather of the second, tho donor of tJie 
grant, which is dated only in the regnal year The first Krishiiavarmmri is (h'sc'rihed as 
performer of the horse sacrifioe, and as having married the daughter of Kaikoya, by whom 
he had a son Yishiinvarmma The latter is the donor in Kd 162, which is also dati'd only 
in the regnal year Here too his father is said to have performed tlio horsi* sacrifice, and 
besides to have had an elder brother Santivaravarmma. This is another form of the name 
Santivaimma, who was the son of Kakustha according to the Tfilagiinda pillar (Sk 176 , ET, 
viii, 24). Kakustha is there said to have given his daughters m marnago to the Gupta and 
other kings. This there can be no doubt, as previously said, refers to Samudra- Gupta, who 
IS the only Gupta known to have made an expedition to the South, as recorded on the 
pillar at Allahabad Now Samudra-Gnpta belongs to the lattor part of the 4th century. 
Kakustha’s younger son Krisbnavarmma may therefore he placed in the first part of the 5th 
century, and his sister could naturally he the mother of Avmita, who was ruling from 
about 430. 


1 Here, of course, the god Krishna. See also a similar claim for the Changalvas, p, xiii 
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It has thus been shown that both Akalavarsha Rashtraktita and Krishnavarmma 
Kadamba can be accounted for as belonging to the period of Avinita Kongani, the Ganga 
king. The direct and unaffected way in which they are mentioned in the plates, without 
any boast or demonstration, bears on the face of it the aspect of truth, and cannot have 
beeii intended in any way to deceive or mislead. The plates are consequently so far justified 
as valid and reliable records. 

The first Krishna or Kannara Akalavarsha of the Eashtrakuta or Eatia line previously 
known to us occupied the throne in about 760 A D., and the earliest Eashtrakuta inscriptions 
that have been found in Mysore are of the time of his son, Jagattunga Prabhutavarsha 
Srivalla*|)ha, or Govinda 11 (Cl. 33, 34.) This is the king mentioned by Jinasena as then 
ruling in the South in his Jam HarivaMa^ composed in 783. 

Akalavarsha’s minister, the donor of our grant under consideration, does not give us his 
own name, nor any other particulars regarding himself. He may therefore have retired 
from public service, and taken up his residence in the Mysore country, possibly at Talakad, 
the Ganga capital, where he made the grant. He may even have been a Mysorean, come 
back to end his days in his own country. Badaneguppe, the subject of the grant, still 
exists under the same name, and some of the other villages mentioned can be identified 
(see note to translation). 

The plates were engraved by Vi^vakarmma, which we know from other instances was a 
common official designation for the court engraver. It occurs as far back as the 3rd century 
as that of the engraver of the Kadamba grant on the Malavalli pillar (Sk 264:), and the older 
Andhra or Satavahana grant of Satakarnni which precedes it on the same pillar may also have 
been engraved by the same. Many of the Ganga grants on copper plates were engraved by 
a Vi^vakarmma at various dates wide apart 

The Punad Six Thousand was situated in the south-west of Mysore, adjommg Ooorg, and 
is interesting on account of its antiquity For it is the Punnata to which the Jam immigrants 
from the north, imder Bhadrabahu, in the 4:th century B C., took their way when their 
leader remained behind at Sravana-Belgola (m the Hassan District) in expectation of his* 
death, being waited on in his last moments by one single disciple, believed to be the dis- 
tinguished Chandra' Gupta. Harishena, m his Enhatkathakoia, dated in 931, says that the 
wdiole Sangha went by the guru’s direction to the Punnata country, situated in the South.^ 
It IS further mentioned in the 2nd century A.D., by Ptolemy as Pounnata, ' where is beryl.’ 
In the 5th century the Ganga king Avmlta married the Punnad Eaja’s daughter, and the 
province thus came to be annexed to Gangavadi under their son Durvvmita. Jinasena, before 
mentioned, was of the Brihat-Punnata-sanglia An inscription of the Punnad Eajas^ 
gives Kitthipura as their capital, which is identified (Hs 56) with Kittur on the Kabbani 
river m the Heggadadevankote taluq 

It IS strange that stone inscriptions of the time of Akalavarsha II, who ruled from 884 
to 913, have been found in the Devanhalh taluq (Dv 42, 43), relating to a local Punnad, a 
village circle which, in a neighbouring inscription of the 14th century (DB 38), is described 
as the Punnad Seventy. The correspondence in names is singular, but there is otherwise no 
apparent connection with the incidents in the Mercara plates. 

The Ganga lineage, as first brought to our knowledge in these plates, begins with 
Kongani-mahadhiraja, whose son was Madhava-mahadhiraja, whose son was Harivarmma- 

Sangho^pi samastd guru-vakycctah dahshtna^patlta-de^asifta-Punnaia-vishayam yayau 
® Ind. Ant. xii, 13; xvni, 866, 
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maliadlnraja, 'whose son "was Vishniigopa-mahadhiraja, whose son was Madhava-inabadhi- 
raja, 'whose son, by a prmcess who was the sister of the Kadamba king Krislinavarimna- 
mahadhiraja (and probably a daughter of the Kadamba king Kakustha), 'vv^as Kongani- 
inahadhiraja, named Avmita. The descriptive epithets applied to each of these kings, 
though novel at the tune the plates were first deciphered by me, are now familiar enough 
from their repetition in so many Ganga inscriptions that have since been obtained. 

The next three inscriptions, in order of date, are also Ganga and Jam, but on stone, ^ as 
are all the rest. The date of the first is 809 Saka (888 A.D.), the 18th year of the reigii of 
Satyavakya-Kongiimvarinma-dharinma-maharajadhiraja, lord of Kovalalapura, lord of Nanda- 
giri (Nandidroog). The king, who is described as the Permmaiiadi, gave to a Jam priest, 
for the Satyavakya-Jma temple of the Penne-kadanga, the twelve hamlets of Jhliur in 
Peddoregare, or the bank of the Peddore or Beddore. This name, meaning the big river, 
is generally the designation of the river Krishna in Kannada inscriptions, but here it 
means the Lakshmantirtha, which is still called the Dodda-hole or big river m Coorg. 
Among the witnesses are named the officials of the Ninety-six Thousand, that is Gangavadi, 
and of the Beddoregare Seventy, the village circle aforesaid, Among the guardians or 
trustees we have those of the Male Thousand (the hill country), and the Five Hundred.^ 
The grant was engraved by Sedoja. 

The donor was the Ganga king Rajamalla or Eachamalla Satyavakya II, who reigned 
from 870 to 907. His nephew Ereyappa was at one time governor of the Kongal-nad Eight 
Thousand (Hs 92), which, as will be seen farther on, may have included tlie Yelusavira or 
Seven Thousand country in the north of Coorg. The title Permrnanadi or Permmauadi, also 
■VTitten Permmadi, was first assumed by the Ganga king Sripurusha, who roigricd from 726 
to 776, and is applied to all his successors. According to Nr 35 it previously belonged 
to the Pallavas, but on Sripuruslia’s ernsliing defeat of (the Pallava) Kaduvctii of Kanebl, he 
took away from him this title After the Ganga power was overthrown in 1001, tho 
Nolambas, who represented the Pallavas, resumed the title (Dg 7 1). 

The mention of the Penne-kadanga is of considerable interest, as showing the antiquity 
of the kadangas or war trenches found m a great part of Coorg. They are carried over hills, 
woods and comparatively flat country for miles and miles, at some places branching oil in 
various directions or encircling hill-tops. Some arc nearly 40 feet from summit to bottom of 
ditch, and often taken along hill sides with an angle of 80*^ to tlieborizon In tlic Mcndala- 
nad they show great regularity and are broad and deep, the lower side of the ditch facing the 
open country, but in Kiggat-nad they are of smaller dimensions. There is no douhtthat they 
'were war trendies, and may have served as covered ways, but it is more than probable that at 
the same time they foimed, at least to some extent, also the boundaries between the different 
nads. Similar earthworks were constructed by the ancient Britons. Mr W ilkins, in an article”^ 
headed V/ere the Ancient Britons savages ? ” says — ‘ They are extremely difficult of access 
from the steepness of the mountain heights on which they were formed This difiJculty the 
primitive engineer greatly inci eased by the most simple and natnial means. He sunk one 
or more deep trenches round the summit of the hill and raised lofty banks with the excavated 


^ The yersions of these published by the Rev. R Kittel in Ind Ant. vi, 99 ff are not trastworthy, as 
they contain many errors (see xiv, 76). 

® The Rive Hundred, here and in No 4, may he the Rive Hundred Smmts of Aryyavale or Ayyavale (now 
Aihole. in the Bijapnr District), regarded as the heads of the mra-Bananju-dharma, or merchant class 
® lorinightly Remew, April 1875 
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soil Undoubtedly tins is the most aneient species of rampart known , it existed ages before 
the use of mural fortifications, and originated in all probability with the nations of the east.’ 

Then follows No 3, which is of the time of the same king, but undated. It records the 
binding on of the Permmddi-_patta (by euphony on the son of a gdvundaoT farmer, and 
the fixing of the land rent and rice dues in permanence for the estate or kahidd granted 
him The inscription was engraved by Somayya The patta was a golden band or ribbon 
to bo worn on the forehead, inscribed with some title of honour, in this case that of the king. 
It was a symbol of royalty, bat also conferred as a mark of royal favour. Kalndcl was the 
term generally applied to the portion of land granted for public services, or to the family of 
a man who fell in "war. 

Here intervene three fragmentary Ganga inscriptions, Nos. 60, 74 and 28. The first, 
which is without date, records the grant of a viUagc to apparently Ereyarasa for an agrahara, 
and also a grant by a man who, with other names, bore that of Kongamvarinma It may 
belong to about 900 A. D. The second, also without date, records the death of one cf 
Ereyapa’s followers. The third is dated in Saka 866 (944 A.D.), It is a memorial of self- 
sacrifice, such as arc recorded in several instances during the Ganga and later periods. 
A man named Buchaga had himself beheaded m fulfilment of a vow, and his mother set up 
this monument to Inm. These vows of sclf-iimnolation were taken with the object of securing 
the accomplishment of some cherished desire. Thus, Sb d79 informs us of a man who, in 
about 991, gave up bis head to a goddess at Hayve in order that the king Santiyarmma 
might have a son. In 1050 a servant had his bead cut off in order to die with the king 
Poinpala (Ot 3 L). In 1123 a cowherd vowed his head to swing before the god at Kondasa- 
bliavi if the king should have a son (Sk 2d 6). Other instances arc mentioned m my Mysore 
and Ooory from the Lacri'pUons, ch. iv. The mode in which these decapitations took place 
was as follows, as represented m sculptured stones. The votary was seated with his back 
to a tall elastic rod fixed m the ground behind. This was forcibly bent down over the head 
of the victim and made fast by a hook to the top-knot of hair. On being severed from the 
body, the head flew up, carried with the rebound of the rod released from its tension. 

No. d IS another Ganga inscription, dated in Saka 899 (978 A.I).). It is also of the time 
of a Sai}avakya~Kongiiiivarmma-dharmma-maharajadhiraja, lord of Kolalapura, lord of 
Nandiigiri, whose name was Eaehamalla-Pcrmmanadi. But this was Satyavakya IV, and 
Ills younger brother Eakkasa, who, along with other epithets, has that of annam-hanla (older 
brother’s warrior), was governor of Beddoregarc (see No. 2 above). A Jam priest, wnose 
spiritual descent is given, a resident of Sri-Belgola (Sravana-Belgola) accLuired possession 
of Perggadur (Peggur where the inscription is), and posa-vddaga or new trench, secure 
against obstruction. The witnesses include the officials of the Ninety -six Thousand and of the 
Peddoregarc Seventy. Among the guardians or trustees are the four Malepas or lull chiefs, 
and the Five huudredb The grant is apparently described as SrIpurusha-mabarEljc:i,’s gifff. 
If this be correct, the king must have reverted to the use of an ancestral popuhir name. 
It was engraved by Chandanandiyayya, and is called the ^cisana of the hasadi ("or Jam 
temple) of Perggadur 

^ See note, p 8 

® Tlu& iiEime lias come up m the most recent impression, and is well hnown as that of a Ganga king who 
ruled 726 to 776 AD, hut has not been hitherto met with subsequent to that period In the impression in 
my first edition and in that given in Ind Ant vi, 102, it is clearly Sripurada maharaja, the maharaja of 
Sripnra, perhaps the Sirivur mentioned in No 66. A very slight change is required to turn Srljpurada into 
Srt^ufuslia. 


2 
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The date of this inscription requires some explanation. It is given as the NandUvara- 
talpa^devasam of Phdlguna-hiMa-paksha, According to information from a Jain source, it 
appears that Nan dls vara is the name of an island in the Jam cosmography, the eighth from 
Jamhu-dvipa. A plan of it on stone or brass is kepi in many Jina temples, and a Nandlsvara 
temple in conformity -with the plan has, it is said, been lately erected by the Jams m Delhi, 
hroin the 8th of the bright fortnight in the months AsliMha, Karttika and Phalgima, till full 
moon, IS the time of the Nandlsvara-puja, or observance of the season when certain deified 
beings — Saudharmendra, Isanendra, Chamara and Vairochana — assemble for worship at the 
island of Nandisvara, which has fifty-two Jina temples on it. These are also the approved 
times for the commencement of any religions vows The authorities for these statements may 
be found in Trilokasdra and in Nandi §vara-hlmkti. The date of our inscription must therefore 
be taken as Phalguna sukla 8, the beginning of the Nandisvara days m that month. 

The title of annana-hania given to the prince Eakkasa is also used with regard to him 
in SB 60. In Sp 59 we have an inscription of the same Eakkasa-Ganga Eachamalla when 
on the throne, on which he succeeded his elder brother. He was the patron of the Kannada 
poet N%avarmma, the first of that name, author of the Ghhandomhudhi, who, in the intro- 
duction of his work, has verses relating to himself, beginning arasam Eakkam-Ganga'nh^ 
found m the several palm leaf copies. ^ 

The term mdaga is used in menticning the new trench, instead of kadanga^ but it refers 
to the same thing Prom this inscription and No. 10 it is evident that a close connection 
existed between the 9 ains of Coorg and those of Sravaiia-Belgola in Mysore. The four 
Malepas or hill chiefs were no doubt at the head of the Male Thousand mentioned m No 52. 
The Hoysala kings have the title Maleparol-ganda or Malaparol-ganda, meaning champion 
among the Malepas, but who m particular are intended docs not appear. With regard 
to Sripura, tins is the name of a place where a Jam temple is stated to have been erected 
in the Devarhalli plates (Ng 85). It also occurs m the Hosur plates (Gb 17). Prom the 
latter it may be conjectured that it was near Gudaitir, which is at the western foot of the 
Nilgiris on the Wynaad boundary. But this is uncertain A Sirivnr is mentioned in No. 65, 
which wonld be in Goorg. 

The next inscription (No. 5) is dated m Saka 921 (1000 A.D ) and is of the time of the 
last Ganga king, though no mention is made of any king. It refers to a man who had 
served his time with Kunmdora, which may be the name of ono of the Coorg bouses, and 
thus furnish evidence of their antiquity. He then set up for himseJf, and to expiate any 
guilt in taking forcible possession of certain places (named), bathed in the sticam, and 
worshipping Eame.%ara, made a grant of land for dharma or charity. 

As the Ganga inscriptions in Coorg end here, it may be usefuJ for referoneo to give a table 
of the whole of the kings, based on the information that has now been obtained from a host of 
inscriptions m Mysore and surrounding countries, the Mercara plates (No. 1) having been the 
first that brought the dynasty to light. Pnrther particulars will he found in my^ work Mymra 
and Coorg from the Inserig)tions, published by Constable & Co., London, in 1909. 

Of the IksUvaku or Solai lace, was Dlianaiijaya 
Harifcchandia, king of Ayodhya. 


1 Roi reasons unknown the Rev. R. Rittel lias omitted these m kis edition called JSdgavarma's Conarese 
Frowdij, published at Mangalore in 1875, but refers to them in bis Kannada-Englisb Dictionaiy, under 
Gan ga and Ajitasena. 



INTEODUCTION 


11 


Fadmaiiilbha 

I 


Dadiga 1. Madhava I, 103 

I Konguniyarmraa ' 

2 Madhava II, 

Kii n a-M adhava 

1 

3 Harivarmma, 247 — 266 " 

4 Viehnugopa 
Ppithivi-Gauga 

5. Maclhava HI, 357—370* 

TadaAgala-lEadhaya, 

m. Kadamba pnno<"88* 

6. Avmlta, c. 430 — 482 
Nirvvinlta, Kali Ganga 
m. Punnad princess 


8 Dnrvvinlfca, c. 482 — 622 7. a son 

I 

9 Mnshkara, 

Mokkaia, 

m. Siudhu princess 


11 


- I 

10 fcjrlvikiama 


Blitivikrama, — 679 
Silvallabha 


r 

Maiasimha, 797 
M arasmg-Ereyappa, 
Loka-Tiinstia 


14. Sivauiara II, — 81G 
Saigot^a 


Pfifchivipatri I, ? 0. 815 
Pilduvipati 
P Dindika 

I 

Marasimha 


Pyithivlpafci II, o 910 
Haatimalla 


12. yivamara I, 079 — 713 

Nava-Kuma, 

Sishta-piiya, 
Prlttn-vI-Kobga^ii i 

? EiegaAga 

13. I^xlpnrasha, 726 — 776 
Mnttavasa, 
Ppithivi-Kofigani II, 
Pernfitnanadi® 

I 


yijayaditya, 

Ranavikiama 

15 Rajamalla Satyavakya I 817 — 828 
m. Pallava princess 

Ifi Kltimargga I**, — 809 
Ereyafiga, 

Ranavikram ayya 


' This name is applied to all the kings to the end The Tamil chronicle Kongiode^a-rajahhal says that he 
was rnling in 189 and reigned for 51 years. 

® In the same Tamil chronicle 288 is given as a date in his reign. 

In addition to the grants of his reign mentioned in my Mysore and Coorg from the InsonpUons, one has 
since been discovered at Melokoie in the Tumkhr taluq, which is nmque m being made to a Buddhist (MAE 
1910). From the mention of the Avaniya-nadi among the boundaries, the site of the grant seems 
to have been m the neighbourhood of the old religions centre named Avani, in the Mulbagal talnq of the 
Kolar district Unfortunately one plate is missing, which may have contained the date. 

^ At this x)Oint, between Madhava III and Avinita, the Tamil chronicle inserts a Dindikara-Eaja or 
Harischandra, who ruled for only a short time An inscription containing the name of Dindika-Haja has 
lately been discovered at Sravana-Belgola, engraved in characters like those of the Bhadrabahu inscription 
SB 1 (MAE 1909). 

® Moie recently a grant of his 40th year has been obtained, at Gummareddipura, Srlnivaspur taluq 
(MA.E, 1912), which contains fresh information of importance. It states that he was himself the author of 
a Salddvatdra, and of a version in Sanskrit of the Vad lahathd, which, from the corresponding passage in Tm 
23, apparently means the Erihathaihd 

® This title is used of all the subsequent kings, often alone, without any name 

’ These names are used as titles by all the kings that come after 

® This name is used as a title by the kings that follow. 

2-a 
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17. Rajamalla Satyavakja II 
870-907 


Raoliamalla Satjavakya III, 
Kachoheya-Granga, 920 


Pambabbp, m to Immadi 
Dhoia, d 97l 


Butugendia, 870 
Bucarasa, 
Gunaduttaranga, 
m. Raelitrakuta piincess 

I 

Ereyappa, 88G-913 
Breganga, 

Nltimargga II, 

Satyavakya, 

MahSudrantaka 

, 


Bufcuga, 938-953 
Bufayya, 
Nanniya-Ganga, 
Gariga-Gangeya, 
m Raahti akuta pi incess 


? R5mi-Devi 

m. to Riisbtrakuta prince 


Maiasimlia, 96] — 97 1< 

Giittiyn-Ganga, 

No] ambaknl antaka 


r 

23. llaofiainalla Satyavakya IV, 977 


23. Ilakka«ia-G inga, 981 

Rachanaalla 

24. Nihmargga I [I, 

Eachanialla 
? 989, 999 


Aiumuli-DOva 


Baja-Vidyadlmia 


Cholas 

The Ganga sovereignty was overthrown by the Cholas, an ancient line o£ kings in the 
Tamil country, and they became the dominant power m the south and east of Mysore and in 
Coorg for a little more than a hundred years. Their early capital was Orcyur (Warriore? 
near Trichinopoly). But the one with which they are chiefly identified is Tanjore, and tliey 
also took the capital city Kanchi from the Pallavas. In the course of tho campaigns in 
which tliey subjected the Pallavas and the Eastern Chalukyas, the latter of whom were 
,aided by the Eashtrahutas, the Chola king Parantaka had in 921 uprooted tho Eaiuis, wiio 
ruled m the east of Mysore and claimed to be friends of the Eashtrakuta king Krishna 
II He then conferred the title of Banadhiraja on the Ganga prince Prithivipati, giving him 
the name Hastimalla. But the Gangas being closely allied by intermarriages with tlic 
Eashtrakutas, the Ganga king Butuga in 94.9 slew, at Takkolam (near Arkonam), the Chela 
king Eajaditya, who was at war with the Eashtrakuta king Krishna III. Tho latter, who 
was Bhtuga’s brother-in-law, rewarded him with the Banavase Twelve Thousand (the 
Shimoga District), and claims to have captured Kanchi and Tanjore In 997 the Chola 
king Eajaraja had gained a footing id the east of Mysore (Ht III) But in ]()()1 his son 
Eajendra-Chola, who was in command of the Chola army, succeeded in capturing Talakad, 
the Ganga capital, and brought the Ganga power to an end Tho conquest of all the south 
and east of Mysore, m an arc extending from Arkalgud in the west, through Sermgapatam, 
and north by Helamangala to Kidugal, was speedily effected, and Eajendra-Chola gained the 
title Gangaikonda-Chola "" 

In their operations westwards the Cholas were opposed by tho Changfilvas, who were 
ruling m the Hunsur taluq of Mysore and m Coorg. But these were defeated in a decisive 
battle at Panasoge or Hanasoge on the Kaveri, and the Changalvas thus came under the 

* There is a belief, I am informed by Mr Krishna Sastri, that he obtained it through .subduing “sarioue 
kings up to the Ganges and compelling them to bring the sacred water of the river to pour into the tark he 
had made at his capital Gangaigondachol.ipuram 
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domination of the Cholas. The victory over them was due to a warrior named Manija under 
the general Panchavan-maharaya. He was rewarded by the Chola king Eajaraja with the 
title of Kshattriya -siKhamam Kongalva (Cg 46) and granted an estate at Malawi (now 
Malambi) The Kongah a territory extended over the Arkalgiid talnq of Mysore and the 
Yelusavira country in the north of Coorg. Both the Changalva and Kongalva kings from 
this time have ^-hola preiiomens, denoting their subordination, and the Cholas in the list of 
their conquests include Kuda-malainad, which indicates the Coorg hiU country, Kudagu 
or Kodagu-iualenad, as expressly stated in TN 122. 

Chanoalvas 

The Changfilvas or Changaluvas are a line of kings of much interest, having ruled in 
the west of Mysore and in Coorg from the 10th to the 17th century. Their original territory 
was Changa-nad (Hs 97), corresponding chiefly with the Hunsur taluq. They claim to be 
Yadavas and of the Lunar race (Hs 63, Yd 26), descended from a king named Changalva, 
who was in Hvaravati, and having defeated Bijjala, seized his titles. This Changalva cannot 
be traced, and there is nothing to show what Bijjala is meant. The kings are generally 
styled 'inaha-mtvidalika mandalUDara or maha-mandalUoara They were originally Jains, 
and are first met with m connection with Panasoge or Hanasoge, on the south of the Kaveri 
in the north-west of the Yedatore taluq, where there are many ruined basadia. These, 
according to Yd 26, were set up by Eama, the son of Ha^aratba, the elier brother of Laksh- 
mana, and husband of Slta The Jam priests of the Hottage (or Pustakaj-gacheliha claim 
exclusive jurisdiction over hascuim at Panasoge and at Tale-Kaveri m Coorg, which may 
perhaps liavo been the limits of the Changfilva kingdom cast and west. 

One of tlic hamdiH or Jam temples at Panasoge set up by Eama was endowed by the 
Ganga king Marasimha, who reigned from 961 to 974 , and was rebuilt by Ea.nni-Changalva 
(Yd 25) He is the first Changrilva of whom we have any certain knowledge, and as he had 
the prefix Eajendra-CJiola before his name lie belongs to the beginning of the 1 1th century. 
Bui as their kingdom was subdued by the Clioias at the time when the Ganga power was 
ovorlhiown in 1001, the Changfilvas must have lieoiiaii established hue of kings priorto that. 
Their iiisoriptioiis are found mostly in tho Hunsur and Yedatore taluqs and m Coorg. 

The Buhji ligation of tho Changfilvas by the Cholas seems to have resulted from their 
defeat at Panasoge by tho ChSla general Panchavaii-m iliaraya (Cg 46) ; and the subsequent 
kings for more than a century bore Chola prenomenb. When the Cholas were exp (died from 
Mysore by the Hoysalas in 1116, the Changalvas strove to maintain independence. But 
they were iminpellod in the end to submit to the Hoysalas. And wben the Hoysala power 
was overthrown in the 14th century by Moslems from tho North, the Changalvas passed 
under the dominion of the new Vijayanagar empire then established. At length they were 
conquered in 1644 by one of the Mysore kings, — ^tbese having risen to power after the fall of 
Vijayanagar — , and their dynasty was thus brought to an end. 

It IS difficult to draw up a consecutive table of the kings, as they are mostly mentioned 
only us Changfilvas, witliout any individual names, down to the end of the 13th century. 
Naimi iiad the prenomen Eajendra-Chola, but his successors generally had that of Kulottunga- 
Chola, and when the Cholas disappeared from Mysore, seem to have used only Kulottunga, 
without the Chola, They had some time before this embraced the new Lingayit religion and 
were devoted Saivas. Tbeir family god was now MaUikarjuna, whose temple was on the 
Betiadpur hill in the Hunsur taluq, and this they named Srigiri, no doubt after the famous 
Saiva sacred hill ^riparvata m the Karntil District. 
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Madera 

Odeyatya 

Armadam 

Jilahadeva 

Pemma-Virappa 

Soma-Deva, Boppa-Deva 

Malli-Deva 

Malli-Deva, Hariliara-Deva 
Harihara-Deva 


The following are some of the names that are met with in the earlier perioil, witli Uioir 
dates, and references to the inscriptions in which they ooour : — 

Nanm-Changalva 1031 (Yd 37), 1037 (tig 101) 

e. 1060 (Yd 25, 26) 

1090 (Ag 65) 

1097 (Hs 67j 
1106 (Cg 51) 

1171 (Hs 20) 

1175 ( „ ) 

1246-52 (Ag 63) 

1280 (B1 89) 
e. 1280 (Cg 64, 55) 

? 1296 (Og 15) 

1297 (Cg 69) 

The inscriptions of 1034 and 1037 do not mention the name Nanni, hut they no doubt 
belong to him, as in the latter, PanebaTan-maraya, the victor over tie Chai'igfil vas, is said to 
have then bound or badges of honour, on certain (fivumlan. Madova has various 

epithets applied to him. Besides being entitled to the paiicha-maha-Mida, ho is stvled 
Nigalanka-malta He may be the Tribhuvanamalla of Cg 61. But tlio Changfijvua vvore 
apparently lifting their heads too high. So, in about 1101, the TToysala kingHallala I halan 
expedition against Changalva (Hn 162). In 1106 Annadfmi is mentioned (Cg .51) but 
shorn of titles He is not said to be a Changalva, but as their family g„,l was calkal 
Annadani-Malhkarjuna, he was very likely one, who built the temple for it. In Nl 2 1 wo 
fin Changalva helpmg the hill chiefs against the Hoysala army (B1 178) But in 1130 
Yishnnvarddhana IS described as a submarine fire to tho ocean the Cl.angfilva kmo- (Cm 

of a iTcn 19? “PP'y t" Hoysala king for confirmation 

ot a grant (On 199). In 1146 Narasimlia I is said to have slain (Jliangalva in battle and 
seized his elephants, horses, gold and new jewels (Hg 76) In 1 166 NTiriflunl n’ ’ i 

“o“T7onrd “Trr 

ob„g.i„i,— .d.r.z“.t’ ni" Tf "»>. 

after Ballala had come to the threne be had'T* ’’"f 

Bettarasa against the Changalva kins’ M h expedition m 1!7/1 under his general 

himself at Mpare in Kir« 

Palpare the sL of his t^g^r Zt 

Mahadeva’s son, afterwards aLcked him at Pa I,- fn T P''rh^P^ 

Udeyaditya-deva of Kuruche and others ‘ th if n ^ \ ’■'’ ^‘‘'''’Sanda Nandi-dOva, 

being altogether worsted, but secured the vmt ° '^a.s near 

of bis ofiicers (Hs 20). Thm ^11? bravery of one 

with in inscriptions The Changalvas seem’ rfZTZ' ^O'^aga-s that has been met 

He,* »««n.,eb.,e'JS.~ ^ *" ^ 
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lu apparently about 1280 there is mention (Cg 27) of a Changalva m connection with 
a Miinivaraditya, who seems to have been ruling in ? 1261 (Cg 75). A chief of this name is 
Said (On 203) to have presented in 1223 an emerald to the Hoysala king ^araslmha II, who, 
no doubt on account of its being of unique size and ralue. added it to his necklace and celebrated 
the event by a feast in Chtidavadi (the Ohudagrama or Mudiyanur in Mulbagal taluq — see 
Mb 167), where he was at the time encamped during his campaign against Magara. This 
Munivaraditya must be a different person from the one in the present inscriptions, as the title 
in the other seems to have belonged to a chief of Melai (or western) -Mteyapadi (in the 
Aadapa District) in 1121 (Ct 162) ; whereas the present Munivaraditya may more probably 
be connected with the Mulivaraditya-nad or Munivaraditya-nad mentioned m No. 46 in 1296, 
which was evidently in Coorg, and probably to the east of Merkara. 

This last inscription was written by the semhova of Kopana-tiitha, which is a place 
deserving of notice. It is in all probability the Kopal or Xoppal, situated in Eaichur 

Distiict, in the south-west of the Nizam’s Dominions. It was a great sacred place or th'tha 

of the Jains, and is mentioned in the 9th century by the Easlitrakuta king Nripatmiga in his 
Kavirdjamdrgga as one of the four cities in which the pith of the Kannada language was 
spoken. It is no doubt the Koppam where a sanguinary battle took place in 1052 between 
the Oholas and the Western Chalukyas. The Ohola king Eajadhiraja was slam, but his 
brother Eajendra-Deva took command and succeeded in putting to flight the OhMukya king 
Ahavamalla Koppam in tins connection is described as a tzrtha on the Perar or big river, 
a dcsiguatiou generally applied to the Krishna, but here apparently referring to the Tunga- 
bhadi’a In 1113 Ganga-Eaja, the victorious general of the Hoysala king Vishnuvarddhana, is 
said (SB 17), by his restoration of ruined Jma temples throughout Qangavadi, to have made 
it shine like Kopana. In modern times its hill fort was occupied by Tipu Sultan lu 1786, 

and rebuilt by him with the assistance of his Prench engineers. Sir John Malcolm 

pronounced it the strongest fort he had seen in India. It is now the ohief place in the/^yJr 
of tho first Sir Sfilar Jung, the eminent Haidarahad minister. 

In 1262, tlio Hoysala king Somesvara, who had taken up his residence at Kannanur 
or Vikramapura, near ^rirangani and Triehinopoly, in the Chola country which he had 
subdued, on the death there of his Tamil wife, resolved to revisit the capital Dora- 
samudra (Halehid in the Hassan District). Soma-Deva and Boppa Deva, the xwo Chan- 
galvas who were jointly ruling then, came to receive him at Eamanathpur, which they had 
rebuilt in 1246 (Ag 53). This was probably the boundary of their kingdom, and the place 
whore the king had to ford the river Kaveri, as perhaps the epic hero Eama had done in 
oldeu times. From the same inscription we learn that the Cliangalva capital since 1245 had 
been at Srirangapattana. This does not mean Sermgapatam in Mysore, hut the place called 
Koclagu-Srirangapattana (see Og 25), which is lu Coorg, south of the Kaveri near Siddapur. 
Malli-Deva and liis son Harihara-Deva are mentioned in 1280 and 129/ (B1 89, Cg 54, 55, 
59). Subsequently, during the 14th century, when the Muhammadan invasions from Delhi 
took place, and the Hoysalas and other southern powers were swept away, we meet with 
no Cliangaivas Nos. 67 of ?1360 and 58 of ^1380 are doubtful. 

But in the 15th century the Ohangalvas again appear, and soon made their capital at 
Nanjarajapattana or Nanjarayapattana, of which place they henceforward call themselves the 
Eajas It still gives its name to the northern taluq of Coorg, and is situated in Coorg, north 
of the Kaveri where it turns north and becomes the common boundary of Coorg and Mysore. 
The following is a list of the kings m this later period. Hs 63 gives the genealogy to 1502, 
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and Hs 24 to 1567. Mangarasa, in ins Jayanni^a-havija^ written m about ]509, s-ays that 
bis father was descended from the minister of the Oliangalva kings, and that the latter derived 
their origm from Krishna, that is, were Yadavas. 


Naga 


Ranga 


Ihriym, Piryyana 


N an ja-Eaja ^ 

1502-33 

Nanjunda-Raja 


Srikantha-Eaj aiy a, Srikanth arasu 

1541 

V ira-Eaja-Vodey’-ar 

1559-SO 

Piriym-Eaj aiya-He va, Eudragana 

1586-1607 

N anj unda-De va 


N anj a- Eaj aiya-De va 

1612-19 

Krishna-Ea j aiy a-I) e va 

1617 

Vira-Eajaiya 

1619-44 


Nanja-Eaja was the founder of Nanjarajapattana or Nanjarayapattana, the new capital, 
which was named after him. Srikantha-Eaja seems to have been an important person, and in 
one case (Hs 24) is given supreme titles This was m 1567, m his son’s time But from 
Hs 25 it would appear that in 1544 he was indebted to Aubhalesvara-arasu of Kandiyala for 
the grant of a palanquin, and in No. 10 of that year is not mentioned at all Piriya-Eaja 
rebuilt Smgapattana and changed its name to Pinyapattana (the Periapatam of English 
histories), naming it after himself (Hs 15) This seems to have been a secondary capital. 

AE these kings were subordinate to Vijayanagar, which was represented by a Viceroy 
at Seringapatam in Mysore. By Piriya-Eaja’s time Vijayanagar had fallen. But there still 
I emamed a viceroy at Seringapatam, named Tirumale-Eaj'a, who was aged and infirm, and 
whose authority was waning. In 1607 he is said (Hs 36) to have made a grant of the 
MalalavMi country (in Hunsur taluq) to Eudragana “ m order that tlic worship of the god 
Annadani-Mallikarjuna should not fail as long as the Nanjarayapattana kings of the Changalva 
family continued But Pinyapattana was taken by the Mysore army in 1614, in the reign 
of Kanthirava-Narasa-Eaja, and Vira-Eajaiya fell m its defence, after putting to death Ins 
wives and children on seeing that Ins situation was desperate This was the end of the 
Changalvas, who had held the throne for 600 years or more The Mysoreans seem not to 
have followed up this victory into Coorg, but contented themselves with placing garrisons in 
Piriyapattana and Bettadpur The Kodagas may have attempted later to retake Pinyapattana 
or Periapatam, as they are spcciaUy named in 1722 (Sr 64) among the assailants from various 
quarters who were defeated by the Mysore king Chikka-Heva-Eaja. 

Kongalvas 

The discovery^ of the Kongalva line of kings is of as mucli interest for the Instory of 
Coorg as that of the Changalvas. The origm of the Kongalvas is related in Cg 46. The 
great Chola king, the friend of the virgin daughter of Kavera (that is. the river Kaveri), 
Eajakesanvarmma-Permmanadigal, that is Eajaraja, on hearing that Manija had fought in 
the battle of Panasoge until the enemy (evidently the Changalvas) were overcome and slam, 
resolved to reward him with a jpaita^ or diadem, and give him a nad He sent orders 


His jounger "brotlier Mahadeva is mentioned in Hs 63 and SB 103 
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accordingly to his general Pancliavan-maliaraya, who hound on him a patta bearing the title 
Kshattnya-HkMmani-Kongalva and gave him Malavve (now Malambi in Ooorg). This was 
m 1004.’ 

The Kongalvas ruled over a territory including the Arkalgtid talnq of Mysore and the 
Yelusavira or Seven Thousand country in the north of Coorg. It no doubt corresponded 
more or less with the Kongal-nad Bight Thousand, of which the Ganga prince Ereyappa 
is said (Hs 92) to have been the governor in about 880. The Kongalvas were Jains, and 
had Chola prefixes to their names. Their titles, as given in Ag 99, were the following : — 
entitled to the pa%cha-ma]id^§abda^ maha-mandalesvara, chief lord of the city of Oreyiii 
(the early Ohola capital near Triohinopoly), sun upon the eastern mountain the Ohola-kula 
with twisted top-knot, crest-jewel of the Suryya-vam^a (or Solar race). They thus claim 
to be Oliolas. 

But Pafichavan-maharaya seems to be a recognized Pandya designation. He may 
periiaps be the Pafichavan-Brahmadiraja to whom the Ohola king Eajaraja granted Tagadur, 
said to bo Dharmapuri in the Salem District.^ But there is also a Tagadur m Mysore, in the 
Nanjangud taluq, which is described as hiriya^nddu and anddi-mahd-nddu^. Of Pafichavan- 
maharaya we have a farther account in an inscription at Balmuri (Sr 140), dated in 1012. 
He is there described as a bee at the lotus feet of Rajaraja, who invested him with the 
rank of maha-dandanayaka for Behgi-mandala (the Eastern- Ohalukya territory) and Ganga- 
mandala (the Ganga territory in Mysore). He then claims to have led an expedition 
throughout the western coast region, in the course of which he seized Tuluva (South Kanara), 
and Koukana (North Kanara), held Malaya (Malabar), and put to flight Oh era rnma (the king 
of Cochin or Travancorc), after which he pushed aside Teluga and Rattiga (countries to the 
noith of Mysore), and coveted even the little Belvola country (m Dharwar and Belgaum 
Districts). He is called Raj endra- Ohola in Sr 125. He appeals again in 1037, conferring 
patias or badges of honour on various gavundas or farmers (Hg 104). After Rajendra-Chola 
in 1022 had attacked the Poysala king Nripa-Kama (Mj 43), Eajendra-Chola-Kongalva 
also attacked him in 102G, when he claims to have gamed a victory at Manni (Ag 7 6j. 

His son was Eajadhiraja-Kongalva (Cg 38), who, and his mother Pochabbarasi, had as 
their (juru Guiiasena-xiandita''^, who was the disciple of Pushpasena-siddhanta-deva (Og 35, 
37, 38, 41). Gunasena had theN%a well dug at Mullur in about 1050 (Cg 42), and died 
in 1064 (Og 34), Of the same period are the following: — Cg 66, recording the death in 
? 1044 of Prabhachandra-deva, the disciple of Subhachandra-deva ; and Cg 3 L, stating that 
Jakkiyabbe, tlie wife of Edayya, resolved to obtain mukti by the performance of sannyasanam 
and expired in about 1050. There is also a notice in Cg 39 that Eajadhiraja-Kongalva had 
set up and endowed a temple in memory of his mother Pochabbarasi, through the agency of 
Eugmini-Devi’s queen’s body-guard, which was at a later period restored, in 1390, when 
the Yijayanagar king Vira-Hanbara, having read the deed making the grant, resolved to 
carry it on and granted Mulltir-nad to Gonka-Eaddi-nayaka, whose bravery had been noted 
by, (the commander) Gundappa-dandanayaka. 

In 1058 a Eajendra-Kongalva appears (Og 35), presumably Rajadhiraja-Kongalva’s 
son. He was apparently succeeded by the king whose name was Adataraditya, with the titles 


^ Mad. No 204 of 1909. * Nj 

3 He was of the Dravila-gana (Noe. 34,' 86, 36) or Tivula-gana (Nob. 37)— both names meaning Tamil 
In Kannada they take the form Dra\ida and Tignla, 

3 
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Rajendra-Prithuvi-Kongalva and Tribhuvanamalla-Chola Kpngalva. His dates run from 
1066 to 1100, and he seems to have been a powerful ruler. One of his inscriptions (Ag 99) 
was composed by the minister for peace and war, named Nakularyya, who boasts of being 
able to write in four languages. Which these wore is not stated, but Nakularyja is a 
form of the name Lakula, that of a famous Saiva teacher, the original of whom seems to have 
lived very early in the Christian era.’- Cg 44 is a memorial of Uttama-Chola-Setti, who, in 
about 1080, appears to have taken his life by cutting oft his head, no doubt in accordance 
with some vow of self-sacrifice. 

A Yira-Ohola-Kongalva is the last of whom we have a record, In an inscription of 
? 1176 (Og 33) he made — in the presence of the queen mother Padmala-Devi, Somala-Devi and 
others, — a grant of the customs-dues of the MuUur-nM Seventy, the countiy around Mullur, 
near Sanivarsante. Padmala-Devi was the queen of the Hoysala king Yira-Ballala II and 
mother of the next king Ntosimha II. Somala-Devi was her daughter, a princess noted 
for her beauty and virtue. The Kongalvas seem thus tt) have been recognized by the 
Hoysalas, and Kongalva is mentioned along with Ohangalva in 86 as coming to do homage 
to BaUala. But they did not long survive the Chola ascendancy in Coorg and the south of 
Mysore. In 1296 the Ghangalvas were evidently (Cg 45) in possession of Mullur. But Cg 
39 shows that in 1390 a Jain priest restored a temple formerly set up there by the Kongalva 
king and recovered the endowments, which it is believed are continued even now, Mean- 
while at that same date, the Yijayanagar king Harihara II made the grant of Mnllur-nad, 
as above mentioned, to Gonka-Raddi-nayaka, through his general Gundappa-dandanayaka. 
The exploits of this Gunda-dandanatha are extensively praised in B1 3 . 

Hoysalas 

The struggles of the Changalvas against the Hoysalas, and the establishment of the 
supremacy of the latter, have been described above. But the only inscriptions of the 
Hoysalas in Coorg itself, directly attributed to them, are ISTos. 65 and 70, 6 and 7. The first 
two are of the time of Ballala II, dated in 1175 ; the other two of the time of fsarasimha 
III, dated in 1255 and 1285. They are all in the north. No. 66 is at Siraha m the Bilaha 
hobli (called m the inscription Biluhu-nad), and records a grant for the god Malhkarjuna of 
Sirivnr. No. 70 is at HeggadahaUi in Ihe Kanime hobli, and the subject of il is effaced. 
Nos. 6 and 7 are at Niduta on the north-eastern frontier, and are Mragal ov 'olmyal^ memorials 
to warriors slam in battle. The village of Kahigod mentioned in them is now hechimkh^ or 
deserted, and is situated in the Arkalgud taluq of the Hassan District of Mysore, on the 
opposite side of the Kaveri to Krishnarajkatte. There are several similar memorial stones 
there, of the same period and relating to the same persons (Ag87 to 40). These and the 
records of the preceding paragraph above show that the Hoysala king and members of the 
royal family were at this time in the north of Coorg, in consequence poihapa of the decisive 
defeat of the Changalvas in the battle of Palpare 

There is one inscription (Cg 40), dated in 1216, which belongs to the Hoysala period, 
but the name of the only king mentioned in it is effaced. All that can be read is Immadi- 
A. .. Eaya. Who this may have been it is impossible to say. Immadi means ‘ the second 
There was an Annadani apparently among the Changalvas, but no other name of a king at about 
that time in any line begins with A. From the inscription being at Mnlliir, and evidently 
Jain, one would be disposed to class it as Kongalva, and there was a king in that line named 
Adataraditya. But there is no reason to suppose that the Kongalvas continued till then. 


1 See JliASiox 1907, p. 419. 
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Tlie inscription records the death of a Yidyadhara Buchidevarasa, who is described as Immadi- 
A. . Raya’s katakdclanja^ or as we might say, ‘ army chaplain He was the Jam priest to 
the camp or capital, but what were his functions does not appear. Kesiraja, the author of 
the standard Kannada grammar named Saldamani-darpana, in like manner calls himself the 
Yadava-katakacharya. 

Kino Bodhaeupa 

Probably belonging to the 14th century, when the Hoysala power had been overthrown 
by Muhammadan invasions from the north, and the Changalvas were not in evidence in Coorg, 
we have two inscriptions in Tamil characters (JSTos. 8 and 9), the only ones in Coorg so 
written. They are— the first, in the temple at Palur, and the second, at Bhagamandala,^ a 
sacred spot near the source of the river Kaveri, called in the inscription the Bhaganda^rama, 
where the Kanake, its first tributary, unites with the Kaveri, which emerges here from its 
course for some distance underground. They recoid grants made by a king named Bodharupa 
Bhagavar. He was a disciple of Avidyamrityu-bhattaraka of the Purushottama-jo^r^^-tsid (or 
synod), of which we kno\^ nothing more. The donor might possibly be identified with the 
ruler of Durga, now known as Maharajdurga, in the south-west of the Hassan taluq of 
Mysore. Por in an inscription from Eudrapatna (Mg 87) we have a Bodha-mahadeva on the 
throne of Durga in the time of Bukka-Raya of Vijayanagar, in 1371, and this seems the 
most likely period of these two Coorg inscriptions. But unfortunately it is not altogether 
reliable, being on an alleged copper plate which was not forthcoming. The published version 
is from a manuscript copy furnished by the people of the village. On the other hand, grounds 
might be adduced for placing them in the beginning of the lith century, the period of the 
0h5la conquest. But against this is the absence of any mention of the Cholas. Our 
information regarding the Durga principality, again, is very meagre, but its capital may 
have been Palya, to the north of the hill. Compare with this the Palayur or Palur where 
the first grant was made. 

The opening portion of both records is in Sanskrit verse. The continuation has been 
represented as being m the Tulu language, but this needs verifioation. It contains many 
Tamil terms.*'^ 

Of these two inscriptions, which have several features in common, Ko. 8 is a grant 
for Palayur Mahadeva (^iva). The duty of maintaining it is laid upon the ^rivaishnavas, 
the Yalafijiyar (or merchants), the arm-bearing Thousands, and the Brahmans, — all being 
described as of the Eighteen countries, which are not specified. A grant (TK 35, as com- 
pleted^) made in the 20th year of the Chola king Eajaraja, 1004 A.D., is similarly placed 
under the protection of the ^rivaishnavas. This designation, therefore, existed before Rama- 
nuja, with whom the sect of ^rivaishnava Brahmans is supposed to have originated, early in 
the 12th century. Similarly also, grants made at Avani in 1185 [MJo 45,49b) are committed 
to the protection of the Yalafijiyar (or merchants). The reference to the arm-bearing Thou- 
sands may be compared with ‘ the great army of the Right-hand of the Eighteen countries, 

1 TMb stone is cracked transyersely across the middle, said to be due to the followers of Tipu Sultan. 
For the first impressions of these two inscriptions I was indebted to Mr. Gustav Haller. But better ones 
were afterwards obtained throngh Mr. Enshna ^astri, 

3 For the decipherment of the vernacular portion I have to thank Mr. NarasimhacLar, who says ; — ‘ The 
characters aie a jumhle of Grantha, Malayalam, Tamil, and a few Yattsluttu. There is no doubt about por- 
tions being in Tamil, but other portions are in a language which is neither Malayalam nor Tulu, but is related 
to them, I thmk the inscriptions aie older than 1400 A.D Some of the characters appear to go back to the 
11th century Mr Krishna Sastri has also rendered good assistance in the interpretation. 

8 See MAE 1912, para. 77. 

3-a 
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armed with great weapons mentioned in 1072 in the time of Eajendra-Chola (Mb 49a, 119). 

The Eight- and Left- hand factions are composed of agricultural, artisan and trading classes, 

divided into these two violently opposed camps. The institution is ancient, but its origin is 

obscure. So far as can be seen, it was a conflict of home industrial classes with outsiders 
* ^ 

from other parts. The Brahmans are then lastly named as custodians. It would seem there- 
fore that the four orders of Hindus, — Brahmans, Kshattriyas, Vai^yas, and ^udras — are 
intended. The penalties for neglect are somewhat peculiar. 

In No. 9 w^e are supplied with certain astronomical data, but they are insufficient for 
calculation. This grant implies that it was made after the one at Palur, though doubtless 
at about the same time. Moreover the original is stated in it to have been engraved on a 
copper plate. Of this there is now no trace. Bodhartipa was associated with others, not 
named, in making the grant. A chief named Melpiindi Kunniyarasa was ruling the nad. 
What nad is not stated, but ‘ this ’ nM is mentioned farther on as being under the rule of 
the king who ordered the grant. The rest of the inscription prescribes the offerings to ho 
made, and the penalties for neglect. The arm-bearing Thousands of the Eighteen countries 
and the Valanjiyar are here charged to guard the temple Per whatever is omitted, refer- 
ence IS to he made to the treasury register and the copper plate. It was written (or engravofl) 
by Pakandala-ayari. The Palur temple is now said to be dedicated to Mahal mges vara, and 
that at Bhagamandala to BhagandeWara, but it also has shrines to Vishnu, Siibrahmanya, 
Xinammani, and Ganapati. 

MunivaeKditsta Gokula-Devaeasa 

Another local potentate appears at about this period in No. 75, which js dated only in 
the eyolic year and may belong to 1264. It contains some unusual items of interest. Ho 
was a maha-mandalesvara named Vira-Munivaraditya Gokula-devarasai, and is described 
as subduer of Chaiitii, and supporter of Satyaraya (whoever they were). During his rule, 
there was a cattle raid by the Tengu-nadaka, who seized the cows of Yalaghali The 
wife of his brave retainer Melali (who was no doubt absent at the time) was so furious at 
this outrage that she wrestled with the marauder, overpowered and throw him down, and 
tied his legs with a rope. Per this plucky deed, Bidade, as she seems to have been named, 
w as rewarded with a nose jewel. 

The Nava Dannayaks 

On the fall of the Hoysala kmgdom there ensued a period of interregnum wdiich invited 
attempts on the part of aspirants for power One such was connected with tJio Nava Dan- 
nayaks of Kote or Bettadakote in the south of Mysore, where they occupied the Gopalasvami 
hill. They seem to have been descendants from a great mmister under Ballala III, named 
Perurnffia-dannayaka His son Madhava-dannayaka was governor of Padinalknad ^ m the 
south uf Mysore in 1318 (Ch 103, Gu 56), and had his residence at Tcrakaiiamhi m the 
Gimdalpet talnq (Gu 58). He was followed by his son Ketaya-dannayaka, ruling in 1321 
(Gn 69), and by Smgeya-dannayalea, ruling in 1338 (Hs 82) They call themselves lords 
of Svastipura, which is not identified 

The Nava Dannayaks were nine brothers, the chief of whom was called Perumal-dan- 
nayak. Tradition says that four of them, headed by Bhima-dannayak, quarrelled with the 

See above, p. 15. He may be conneded with the Gopala-deva mentioned in No. 54. 

2 There seems no reason to connect this name, which means fourteen Nads, with Padinalknad, a talnq in 
Ooorg, where it refers to certain Pour Nads (Nalknad) m contradistinction to those forming Yedenalknad. At 
the same time it is ennons to note that the Terakanarabi-nad is said (Gu 11) to be also called Kudngu-iig(f, 
which is the name of Coorg. 
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other five, and gaining possession of Nagarapnra (Nanjangud) and Eatnapnr (Hedatale), set 
up a separate government. After a time they returned to attack Bettadakote, which held out 
for throe years before it was captured, and then only by a stratagem. Mancha-dannayak, 
who conducted the defence, on seping the citadel taken, leaped from the hill on horseback 
and was killed, the spot where this occurred being still pointed out. The four victorious 
Dannayaks, placing a junior member of the family in charge of the government at Bettada- 
koto, sot foi-th on expeditions of conquest, in the course of which it is said they overran the 
country from Davasi-betta (the southern point of Ooorg) in the south, to Goa in the north, 
and from Satyamangalam (on the Bhavani in Coimbatore District) in the east, to the Bisale- 
ghat (m the north-west of Coorg) on the west. There are no inscriptions in Coorg testifying 
to these events, which must have soon passed. But the Dannayaks have left their name in 
Damifiyakankottai, 12 miles south-west of Satyamangalam. ^ 

ViJATANAGAR 

The Yijayanagar empire had by this time been established, and in 1390 we are informed 
(Og 39) that Harihara [II], having read the deed of the original dedication by Rajadhiraja- 
Kongfilva, with the view of conlmuing it, made a grant of Mullu-nad to Gonka-Raddi- 
nayaka, whoso bravery had been noticed by his general Gundappa-daimfiyaka. Vijayanagar 
influence and authority are also attested by the reference made in connection with Bodha- 
mahadOva above to Bukka-Raya ; by the acknowledgment of the Belur chiefs below, who 
owed tJicir status to Rrishua-liaya ; and by the action of the Vijayanagar viceroy in regard 
to the Cliangtilvas. Jfirishta says tliat at the end of the 16th century Coorg proper was 
governed by its own chiefs, called Nayaks, who admitted the supremacy of Vijayanagar; 
but they seem often to have boon at feud with one another. According to tradition, the 
country was then divided into twelve Kombus and thirty-five Nads. 

Belur 

Of the Belur chiefs there are three inscriptions — Cg 11, dated in 1693 ; 66 and d7, dated 
in P 1 755 and 1756. These show tJiat, after the extinction of the Changalvas, the Belur chiefs 
had acquired some territory for a. time in the north of Coorg. The family was descended from 
Ere-Krishuappa-Nayaka, the hearer of the Iladapa, or hotel-bag, to the Vijayanagar king 
Krisliua-Raya (reigned 1509-29), who gave hmi the Beliir kingdom. It was overrun by 
Sivapjia-Nayaka of Bednur before the middle of the 17th centnry, and by him was bestowed 
on tlio fugitive king of Vijayanagar who had fled to him for refuge He even laid siege to 
Sormgapatani in 1646 on the pica of restoring the Vijayanagar king to power, hnt was 
beaten off, and the JViysorc army retaliated by subduing the Belur country On the con- 
clusion of xieaco in 1694, six of Manjarahad were restored to the old chiefs, and the 
rest divided between the contending parties. Tlic genealogy of the lino is given in the 
Hassan volnnic of the JSpgrapliia Oarvahea. 

Cg 1 1 records the grant of the village of Kattepura, with Hirnmanahalli, to a Brahman, 
in 1693, by Krishnappa-Nayaka IV. Cg 66 is the grant of an elephant and the village of 
Mndravalli, as an offering for Krishna, to a great gogi named Kaivalya, in about 1755, by 
the Belur king Krishna (Krislmappa-Kayaka VI). The inscription is in Sanskrit verse, and 
ends with the question; ' If it be asked, for what reason was this given? ’—but here the 
record stops, and furnishes no answer. Cg 47 is of the following year, and states that the 
same Krishnappa-Nayaka made a grant of the village-rent to a gaudaot Malamhi. 


1 See Mad. ^jp. Rep. 1907, p. 80 ; 1910, para. 52. 
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COOEG Euas 

On tlie downfall of the Ohangalvas in 1644, the throne of Coorg was left vacant. But 
it did not long remain so. Bor a prince of the Bedniir family, in the Shimoga District of 
Mysore, who may have been connected in some way with the Ohangalvas, establisbed him- 
self at Haleri (called Kshlra-nagara in Sanskrit), to the north of Mercara, in the guise of a 
langama or Lihgayit priest. Gradually levying contributions by virtue of his sacred office, 
and enlisting a special guard for his protection, he ended by bringing the whole country 
under his authority, and was the progenitor of the Coorg Eajas of the house of Haleri 
(corrupted into AUory in English documents). The third from him removed the capital from 
Haleri to Madikeri, the existing Merkara, or Mercara as it is now generally spelt, where he 
built a fort and palace in 1681. His successors continued in power till 1834, when the last 
was deposed by the British Government, and died in 1859. 

The Coorg Eajas claim to be of the Chandra-vamsa or Lunar race, of the Bharadvaja- 
gotra, Asvalayana-stitra, Eikshabhanukadhyaya,^ and the Vira-^iva mata or religion The 
titles they assume are — rajadhiraja, raja-paramesvara, prahuda-pratapa, apratima-vira- 
narapati, seated on the jewelled throne of the Kodagu-samsthana. These resemble those of 
the Mysore Eajas. 

Their inscriptions are mostly dated according to the Kali-yuga, though the Salivrdiana- 
§aka is used in some. But from the time of Linga-Eajendra I, they have this peculiarity, 
that not only are the particulars of the date given in the usual manner, but even the precise 
number of the day of the Kali-yuga. For example. No. 17 informs us that the erection of 
the Omkare^vara temple was commenced on the 1,796,392nd Kali day and completed on the 
1,797,421st day This method of dating seems to be a Malabar custom.*^ 

No. 12 records the death of Linga-Eajendra I in 1780, and the erection, in accordance 
with his wishes, of his tomb in Mahadevapura, by his son Vira-Eajendra-Vadeyar, who also 
built there a temple of Basave^vara and the matha or monastery of the Murigi sect, and cn- 
« dowed them with certain villages. The temple was repaired the followung year, at the 
instance of Siddalingappa, deputy guru of Kodagu, the repairs being completed in 1782. The 
subservience of the Eajas to the Lingayit gurus will appear in the inscriptions that follow. 

No 13 IS the record of a grant to the Abbi-matha by^ Yira-Eajendra-Vadeyar in 1796. 
In this the king describes himself as having been dedicated by the lotus hands of the warm of 
the Siddapura-matha, who was an adherent of those (high priests) enthroned in the upper 
cave at Sivaganga (in the north-west of the Bangalore District of Mysore). The inscription 
refers to grants origmally made to the Abbi-matha in 1728 by his great-grandfather Dodda- 
Yirappa-Vadeyar, first of two villages, and afterwards of a third, when Dodda-Yirupaksha- 
svami visited Madiken, on which occasion the king held the guru’s feet and made petition 
(that he might offer the grant) These gifts Yira-Eajendra now renewed and confirmed, in- 
scribing the details on a copper plate, which was placed at the feet of Nirafijana-deva of the 
Abbi-matha, representing the Murigi-svami. (The chief monastery of the Murigi-svami is near 
Chitaldroog in Mysore) In granting this charter the king directs that at the time of &va-puja 
blessings may be continually invoked (for him) with the hymn of benediction (saying) — 
Eecolleotion of former births, dominion of the world, tbe glory of good fortune, surpassing beauty. 
Faith in thee, knowledge, long life, (objects of) desire — (of these) be thou giver to me, Sankara, 
from age to age, 

^ Jn the latest inscriptions Yik-sakha is substituted for this. 

3 It has also been fonnd in one case, from the North Arcot District, of the Ohola king Paraataka I, 
in 943 {Rep. Arch. S of India, 1905--6, p. I7l). 
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The witnesses are tjbns described : — Sun and moon, wind and fire, sky, earth and water, 
heart (or conscience) and Yama, day and night, morning and evening ; these know the deeds 
of a righteous man. 

No. 14 is a grant of land made at the same time by the same king for the Mahadevapnra- 
matha. When the pattada-smmi^ or crown high-priest, of the Siddapnra-matha paid a visit to 
the Mahadevapura*matha, the king performed obeisance to him with the eight members {sasM- 
dnga — hands, breast, forehead, knees and feet, touching the ground), and holding Ins feet, made 
the gift as an offering to &va. The copper plate on which it was inscribed was placed at the 
feet of Santavira-svami, deputy of the Kodali-mahanta-svami, deputy of the Maha-Murigi- 
svami. The directions as to invocation of blessings at the time of Siva-puja, and the 
witnesses are as in the preceding inscription. 

No. 17 is dated in 1820, and contains an account of the erection of the Omkaresvara 
temple at Mercara and its endowment by Linga-Ra^endra-Vadeyar II. Considering that 
by the performance of good deeds in this world must bo obtained perfect fruition in the 
present world and the next, ho resolved to setup a ^iva-linga, as an act ensuring the accLuisi- 
tioTi of the highest merit. Accordingly, he commenced building this beautiful new temple, 
a lotus ornament to the earth, at the date specified, on the 1,796,392nd Kali day. And in 2 
years, 9 months and 25 days the building was completed, and he set up the Siva-linga named 
Omkaresvara in it on the 1,797,421st Kali day, through the power bestowed by the great 
mercy of the holy Chandrasekhara (&va). Then follows a specification of the allowances 
granted for up-keep, and the services to be performed, adding that the accounts and papers 
of the temple were to be audited and examined annually. 

No. 25, dated m 1824, is of quite adiJfcrcnt character from any of the above, and may 
perhaps be described as sporting. It relates that when Vira-Rajendra-Vadeyar II, with 
various laudatory epithets, his fame pervading all the points of the compass, was ruling with 
justice, purity and uprightness \ at all times devoted to meditation on Mahadeva ; — elephants 
multiplied so greatly in his country that they were destroying the fruits and crops raised by 
men for their own sustenance, killing travellers, and doing damage to houses , so much so^ 
that the subjects represented that they were unable to hear these calamities. Considering in 
his mind that it is the duty of a king to put down the evil and uphold the good, he prayed to 
Gaurldhava (Siva) to give him power to remove these troubles. Having received a token 
of supreme favour from Samba-Sankara (Siva), he had a chariot made, painted like a lion 
(according to Hindu belief the natural enemy of the elephant), and by means of this entered, 
beginning on the auspicious 1,798,128th Kali day, into the middle of the forests where the 
herds of ruttmg elephants were ranging, and during 2 years, 1 month and 25 days (March 
1822 to April 1824), to the 1,798,913th Kali day, by the power of his arm having destroyed 
them in various ways, made a pause, while at the same time others had by his orders been 
captured alive with chains by trained soldiers. He thus made good the pronunciation of yaja 
(elephant) in the popular form aja (goat) 

An account is then given in detail of the numbers killed and captured, the places 
where they were bagged, and the dates on which the hunts took place. The forests visited 
were those in the east and south of the country — in Nanjarayapattana taluq, IIlugiili-Mudigeri- 
nad and Horiir-Nurokkal-nad (both in Mercara taluq), Kodagu-Srirangapattana, and 
Kiggatnad talnq. The actual number of days occupied in the hunt was 38, during which 


^ Unfoitnnately very unlike his real character. 
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the Eaja killed with his own hand 283, and his troops captured alive 181. A total of 414 
elephants was thus accounted for. 

Great was the astonishment at the success of the operations, which is expressed in verse 
as follows : — Though herds of elephants, towering like mountains, hid the sun as when the 
skv IS overcast with storm-clouds, and roamed about trumpeting m the forests, — with sevon- 
tongued weapons (tire-arms) like thunderbolts he slew them in a moment, while his men 
captured alive huge and lofty rutting elephants as if they were mice. What a marvel indeed 
was this ! 

Such are the inscriptions of the Coorg Rajas, and they give a very inadeq^uate account 
of their history. It may be well therefore to supplement the information by a table of the 
Eajas and a summary of the mam pomts connected with their reigns, as well as a notice of 
the circumstances under which the line came to an end The following is the pedigree : — 

Vlra-Eaja 

Appaji-Eaja 

1 Maddu-Raja I — 1687 


2 Doddjj-Viiappa 
1687-1736 

1 

Appaji-Baja 


Nanda-Eaja 

Appa]i,jd. 1729 4 

Muddu-Eaja II ^ 

1766-70 

i 

6. Lmga-Eaja I 
1775-80 

1 

4. Muddaya® 
1760-70 

, 1 

3 Ohikka-VJrapxia 
173G-G6 

Appaji 7. VUa-Eaja I, 

Dodda- V li a-Eaj sndra 
1780-1801) 

1 

9. Lmga-Eaja II 
1811-20. 

Appaji Mallaya 


1 

8. DSTammaji, 
1809-11 

10. Vlra«Raja II 
1820-34 

deposed, d. 1859 

5. Dsvappa-Eaja 
1770-4 


Muddu-Eaja I, as already stated above, made Mercara the capital in 1681. In 1690, 
when Mysore and Bednur were contending for the Belur and Manjarabad territory, Dodda- 
Virappa took possession of the Yelusavira country He also gained the district of Amara- 
Sulya by aiding the Chiralikal-Eaja against Bednur. His brothers Appaji-Eaja and Nanda- 
Eaja settled at Haleri and Horamalo respectively He died in 1736, at the age of 78 His 
only son had died in 1729, after being imprisoned for twelve years. But Chikka-Virappa, 
the son of the latter, who had been imprisoned with him, succeeded to the throne. During his 
reign Haidar Ah rose to power m Mysore, who, on his conquest of Bednur in 1763, laid claim 
to Yelusavira, but in consideration of a payment of three lakhs of pagodas consented to grant 
XJchingi to Coorg Chikka-Ylrappa died in 1766 without leaving any heir The succession 
therefore passed to the Haleri and Horamale branches 

Muddu-Eaja II and Muddaya, representing the two houses, ruled together at the same 
time The promised cession of TJchmgi having been delayed, eventually they succeeded in 
obtaining Panje and Bellare instead These -joint rulers both died in the same year, 1770 
A dispute for the throne now arose between Muddu-Eaja’ s son Appaji, supported by his 
uncle Linga-Eaja, and Muddaya’s grandson Devappa, supported by his father Mallaya. 
Devappa was preferred and became Eaja, on which Linga-Eaja went off to seek the assistance 
of Haidar All, taking with him his son Yira-Eaja and his nephew Appaji. As soon as a 
respite in the war which Haidar was waging with the Mahrattas allowed, he furnished 
Linga-Eaja with a force which enabled him to march upon Coorg. Devappa-Eaja 

1 A fuller accovnt will be found in Vol JII of Mysore and Coorg, published in 1878 (Government 
Press, Bangalore) 

2 Ruled together, at the same time. 



INTRODUCTION 


25 


flod io tlio Cliirakkal-Raja, but meeting with a cold reception, escaped to Hanhar, where he 
was taken prisoner and sent to Seringapatam. There he was put to death, with all his 
family, the lloramalc branch being thus brought to an end Haidar now offered Coorg to 
Lingii-Kaja on condition of paying tribute, but deprived him of Amara-Sulya, Panje, BeUare, 
and Yolnsavira, givmg him instead permission to occupy a part of Wainad. On Linga- 
Kaja’s death in 1780, Haidar assumed entire possession of Coorg under the pretext of being 
guardian to his sons until they should come of age. Meanwhile they were made to reside at 
Goriir, on the Kiiveri, m the Hassan District of Mysore. A former Brahman treasurer of 
the Coorg Ihlja was appointed governor, and a Mnsalman garrison held the fort at Mercara. 

Tiiesc measures drove the Coorgs into rebellion, and in 1782 they rose and expelled the 
Miisalinans. Haidar was at this time engaged in war with the British in the Carnatic, and 
hia death soon after prevented immediate retribution. But his son Tipn Sultan was fully 
determined on the recon(][ucst of Coorg. He removed the family of the Coorg Eajas to 
Piriynpatna or Poriajiatam, and when he had retaken Hagar, and reduced Mangalore in 
1784, marched through Coorg to Seringapatam. After denonnemg the Coorgs as guilty of 
polyandry, and for thoir rebellions, ho said he would forgive them this once, but if they 
rcliollod again ho vowed that he would honour every man with Islam and banish them from 
thoir country. Scarcely had ho loft when they again took up arms in 1786 and repossessed 
themselves of thoir native hills A force sent to put them down was driven back, on which 
Tipu himself marched to Coorg with an army. Having allured most of the Coorgs to meet 
liim at I’alc-Kavori, under pretence of peaceable intentions and conciliatory measures, he 
suddenly sois^ed them, and hunting out thoir families, drove them, altogether about 70,000, 
like a herd of cattle to Seringapatam, where all the males were forcibly circumcised. Coorg 
wa,s partitioned among Musalman landlords, to whom the slaves of the country were made 
over. The only condition laid on the new owners was that they were to search out and 
slay all such Coorgs as might have escaped bis vengeance, as he was resolved on their 
extermination. The country was held m four forts, at Mercara (Jafarabad), Praserpet 
(Kushfilnagar), Bliagamandala, and Beppiinad. 

But HI December 1788 Vira-Eaja or Vira-Bajendra-Wodeyar, with his wife and his two 
brothers Linga-Eaja and Appaji, managed to escape from Piriyapatna, after a confinement of 
six years. The Coorgs rallied round him, and before long he had possessed himself of the 
whole country, the large force sent against him by Tipu being diverted to the western coast 
owing to a revolt of the Malayalam Eajas. The British now entered into a treaty with Yira- 
Eajendra in view to the impending struggle with Tipu. He assisted the Bombay army on 
its march to Seringapatam with supplies procured by wholesale plunder of the neighbouring 
countries , and at the spot where he first met the British Commander, General Ahercromby, he 
founded Yirarajendrapet (generally called Virajpet for short), now the second place in Coorg. 

On the night in Pebruary 1792 when Lord Cornwallis drove Tipu back into Seringa- 
patam and the British occupied the island, 5,000 Coorgs who had been carried away by 
Tipu escaped in the confusion and regained their native country, making with their wives 
and children a body of some 12,000. In the final war with Tipu in 1799, Vira-Eajendra 
again rendered assistance with supplies and transport, and laid waste the enemy’s oountry 
around Coorg. He was rewarded with some of the trophies of the victory, and was granted 
Panje and Bellare in South Kanara. 

His great anxiety now arose from his having no son to succeed him. He had married 
a second time in 1796, but only daughters were born to him. His mind was affeeted, and 
4 
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he became subject to paroxysms of saagumary rage in which ho ordered executions and 
massacres for which he was filled with remorse when he recovered. A plot to assassinate 
him failed. With the death of his wife in 1807 all hopes of an heir being extinguished, he 
wrote to the Governor-General requesting that the succession to the throne might be settled 
on his four daughters or their male issue in order of seniority. Before this matter could be 
decided, he felt that his end was approaching, and maddened with concern for the safety of 
his daughters if he should die, he sent executioners to put his two brothers to death, but 
coming to himself again, despatched messengers to countermand the orders. They were too 
late in the case of Appaji, the younger one, but were in time to save Linga-Eaja. Ho also 
had a history of the Coorg Eajas, called the Bdjendranam^ ^ compiled in Kannada or Kanarese, 
which was translated for him into English by Lieutenant Abercromby at Mangalore in 1808. 
At length, in dune 1809, he sent for his beloved daughter Devammaji, gave his seal into her 
hands, and shortly after expired. 

Devammaji, though under age, was now acknowledged as Eani of Coorg, and the S5de 
Eaja, who was married to the late Eaja’s daughter by his first wife, continued to act as 
Dewan. But Linga-Eaja induced the Coorgs to accept him as Eegent instead of the Sode 
Eaja, who retired to his own country. Linga-Eaja next persuaded the Eani to sign an 
abdication of the throne in his favour, and in 1811 permanently assumed the government. 
He also strove to get possession of the large sums invested at Bombay and Madras in me 
name of Devammaji by her father. But these the Governor- General pronounced to be state 
funds, only the interest of which might be paid to Linga-Eaja as guardian of Devammaji and 
Eegent of Coorg Linga-Eaja strengthened all the fortifications, and carried out a regular 
survey of the land ; but reduced the people to a state of abject slavery by a rigid system of 
terror, of which no hint was allowed to be heard outside the country^ He died in 1820, at 
the age of 16, and his wife, full of fear for her future, committed suicide and was buried 
with him. 

His son, Yira-Eaja II, who was about 20 years old, succeeded. His first act was to put 
to death all who had displeased or thwarted him in his father’s lifetime. He was grossly 
sensual and most sanguinary in his rule, bloody executions continually taking place. At 
length, in 1832, his sister and her husband escaped to Mysore and put themselves under the 
protection of the British Eesident. Their restoration was refused, and inquiries were made 
into the proceedings of the Eaja, who was warned of the consequences if he did not reform. 
But he paid no heed. Devammaji, the daughter of Yira-Eajendra, was murdered, as well as 
all the surviving members of the famihes of his predecessors. As his disaflection openly 
increased, and he wrfote insulting letters to the Governor of Madras and the Governor- 
General, it was decided m 1834 to depose him. This resolution was met by a most abusive 
proclamation against the British. A force advanced into Coorg in four columns from diner- 
ent sides, and encountered but little serious opposition at moat of the stockades. The British 
flag was hoisted at M ercara on the 6th of April. The Eaja, who had retired to N alknad with 
his women and treasures, had not the courage to face the invaders. 


^ Not altogether to be rebed on. It relates to the period from 1633 to 1807 . 

° Interesting Lght is thrown on the system of admimstration by the translation of the Hukumnama, or 
Eegnlations for Public Servants, issued in the name of this king, which has recently been published (Mercara, 
1911), with an Introduction, by Mr. A. J. Chirgenven, I.O.S. — Some graphic accounts of his visit to Coorg in 
1811 and 1812 are given by Colonel James Welsh xahxa Remimsoenoes from a Journal of Forty Years Active 
Service m the Fast Indies. 
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On the llth, Colonel Eraser, the Pohtical Agent with the force, issued a proclamation 
that “ the rule and dominion of Eaja Vira-Eajendra-Wodeyar over the country of Coorg had 
now definitely and for ever ceased The Coorgs breathed freely when they found that he 
\va8 not to remain in their country, and unanimously voted to be placed under the British. 
Government. The annexation was accordingly proclaimed on the 7th of Kay 1834. The 
es-Eaja was deported to Yell ore, and was subsequently allowed to live at Benares. In 
addition to the pension granted to him, he demanded the payment to him of the capital, 
originally the inheritance of Devammaji, of which the interest had continued to be paid to the 
Coorg Eajas. In 1852 he obtained permission from the Governor- General, Lord Dalhousie, 
to visit England with his favourite daughter Gauramma, then ten years old, in order to give 
her a European education. Arrived there, he expressed a wish to have her brought up in the 
Christian faith. Queen Yictoria took an interest in the Indian princess, and at her baptism, 
on the SOth of June 1852, stood sponsor through the Archbishop of Canterbury, and gave 
her the name Victoria Gauramma. Peeling himself now strong in the royal favour, the ex- 
Eaja commenced a Chancery suit against the East India Company for the recovery of the 
sums formerly invested for Devammaji. The suit dragged on a weary course till in 1858 
the Government of India was transferred to the Crown, and his suit thus failed. The Cooig 
princess was carefully brought up^ and eventually married a British officer, but she died m 
1864, leaving one child, a girl. Her husband afterwards mysteriously disappeared and is 
supposed to have fallen a victim to foul play. Vira-Eaja himself died in London on the 
‘24th of September 1859. His body was at first temporarily placed in the catacombs at 
Kensal Green cemetery, and next year sent to India for interment, two of his wives going 
with it to Benares. 

Beitish Pbeiod 

Of tliree inscriptions falling in this period, only one (Cg 29) need he noticed. It is 
dated in 1857 and records the restoration of the temple of Kahadeva on the Kunda hill in 
Bettiyattu-nad The work was commenced three years before, on the 1,810,060th Kali day, by 
agreement between the Takka-mukhyastaru of Bettiyattu-nad and Ammati-nad. These 
Takkas are recognized elders among the Coorgs in each village and nad, and are the censors 
of morals and regulators of social affairs. The institution is hereditary in certain families. 
The inscription gives a list of the principal people who assisted in the work, and mentions 
what parts of the temple they provided. One was actually .a Muhammadan by name, the 
Jagirdar of the Kunda village, and he had the Nandisvara or sacred bull in front of the temple 
made. A blessing is invoked on all who took part in the erection. 

Aechitbctuee 

The ruined Jain temples at Mulltir may have been worthy of notice. But tie principal 
architectural monuments now standing are the tombs of the Eajas at Mahadevapura, near 
Mercara, built m 1809 and 1821. They are square buildings, much in the Muhammadan 
style, on well raised basements, with a handsome dome in the centre, and minaret-like 
turrets at the four corners surmounted by hasavas or bulls . On the top of the dome is a gilded 
ball, with a vane. AU the windows have weE carved syenite frames, with solid brass bars. 
The palace at Mercara, first erected in 1681, is also of interest, though alterations have been 
made to fit it for its present uses. Good wood-carving may sometimes be seen in the 
domestic architecture, 

^ By Sir John and Lady Login, He had been Besidenoy Surgeon at Lucknow when the King of Oudh 
was ruling, and they were after that guardians of Dnleep Singh, the young Sikh Maharaja. 
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CLASSIFIED LIST OP THE INSCRIPTIONS ARRANGED IN 
CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 


Date A.D. 

Uarae of E,uler 

TAluk No Date A D 

Name of Iluler 

Taluk No 

1095 

Duddharasa . . . . . . | 

Kadamhas 

57 1 

1 


466 

ATinlta 

1 

&angas 

c. 910 

Breyapa * • « » 

74 

888 

Satyayakya II . . 

2 

944 

28 

c. 890 

do 

3 

978 

Satyavakya IV . . » . 

4 

c. 900 

Ereyarasa 

60 

1000 


5 

c. 1004 

Eajaraja .. .. .. 

46 

Ckohs 



e. 1095 

Okangalva 

Ckangahas 

61 1 ? 1297 1 

Hariliara-DOVci . . • • 

59 

1106 

Annadam 

61 

? 1346 


63 

121S 


32 

? 0. 1350 


64 

C.I1220 

OliangalTa 

27 

? 1360 


67 

1278 

32 

?1380 

Srlkanjiliaraea . . . • 

58 

0 1280 

Malli-D§va, Hariliara-D§va. 

64 

1644 

26 

c 1280 

do do 

65 

1644 


10 

0 1290 

.... 

52 

1597 

Eudragana . . . . . . 

24 

1296 

Hariliara-D§va .. .. 

45 



c-1030 


Kongalvas 

41 1 1064 


34 

'? 1044 

.... 

56 

c 1070 

Pntlmvi- Ko n galva 

36 

c. i060 

Kongalva’s son . . . , 

30 

1070 

Ragdndra-Pritliuvi-Kongalva. 

49 

c, 1060 

31 

1070 

do do 

60 

c. 1050 

Kongalva . . . . 

48 

1077 

Ea3ondTa-01iola-Deva 

43 

c. 1060 

Eaj adliira,] a-Kongalva 

37 

c 1080 

44 

c 1050 

do do 

38 

c 1100 


62 

c 1050 


42 

?1115 

Vira-Ckola-Kongalva 

33 

? 1055 

Kotigalva-DSva 

53 



. . 

1058 

Eajendra-Kongalva , . 

35 

.. 



1176 

Ballala-DSya 11 

66 

Hoy solas 

1265 

Narasimka III 

6 

1176 

do. 

70 

1286 

do. 

7 

1216 

1 

40 




? 126 

j Qokula-DeTaxasa 

Mumvaradtiya 

1 1 


1 •• 

c 1371 

j BodkaxUpa Bkagavar 

8 

Burg a 

0. 1371 

1 

1 Bodharllpa Bkagavar 

9 
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Date A.D Name of Ki-iler 


139(' Hariliara (II) 


Vijayanagar 


1693 
c. 1755 


Knslinappa-Nayaka IV 

do VI 


Belw 


11 

66 


? 1756 


KnsTinappa-Nayaka VI 


47 


?c. 1700 
1731 
1731 
1782 
1796 
1796 
1808 
1815 


Vira-RajOndra I 
do. 
do. 


1841 

1842 


Coorg Rajas 


71 

1820 

Linga-RajOndra . ■ | 

68 

1824 

Vlra-Ra35ndra II . . [ 

69 

1828 


12 

0. 1830 

.... 

13 

1831 

Vira-Rajondra II . . 

14 

1831 

do. 

15 

1831 


16 

1831 

Vira-Rajendra II . . • • 

BrUtsh Period 


22 

1857 



23 


17 
25 

63 

64 

18 

19 

20 
21 
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OOOEG INSORIPTIONS 


TEXT m EOMAN OHARAOT^EES 

1 

On copper plates found in the Treasury at Mercara^. 

(lb) 2syasti jitam iDliagavata gata-ghana-gaganabhena Padmanabliena srimad- J alinaviya[ku3 
lamala-vyomavabhasana-bha^karab sva-kbadgayka-praliara-kliandita-malm-sila-staiiiblia- 
iabdba-bala-parakramo daranori-gana-vidaranopalabdlia-brana-viblifishana-vibbilsliita Kanva 
yaaa-sa-gotrasya ^riman-KoDgani-mabadhiraja 11 tat-putra pitur-anvagata-guna-yukto vidya- 
Yineya-Yiliita-vrittab samyak-prajapalana-matradliigata-rajyat-prayojjaiia YidYat-kaYi-kaficlia 
na-nikashopala-bbtito niti-sastrasya vaktri-payoktri-kusalasya Daitaka-sutra-vrittih-pranetam 
^rimaii-MadhaYa-mabadliiraja 1 1 tat-putra pitri-paitamaha-guna-yukto Yaneka-ohaturddanta- 
yuddha-Yapti-cbatur-udadhi-salila-SYMita-yasa §rimad-HariYarmma-mahadMraja 11 tat-patra II 
dYija-guru-devatah-pfijana-paro Narayana-charananuddliata ^rImad-yisbuugopa-ma-(//a) 
badbiraja'll tasya putra II Triyambhaka-cbaranambhorulm-rajah-paYittn-krjtottarnafiga SYa- 
bhuja-bala-parakrama-knya-krita-rajya Xali-yuga-bala-pamkaYasanna-Ynshoddharana-nitya- 
sannaddha* ^riman-MadliaYa-mabadbiraja II tasya putra JMrimad-Kadamba-kula-gagana- 
gabhasti-malma Krishna varmiua-iuabadbirajasya priya-bhagineyo vidya'^-Yineyatisaya-pari 
puritantaratma® niravagraha-prathana-sauryya vidYa-suprathama-ganya srnnan-Kongani- 
mahadhiraja AYinita-namadheya dattasya Desiga-ganam Kondakundanvaya Gunacbandra- 
bhatara sishyasya Abhanandi-bhatara® tasya sishyasya Silabhadra-bhataxa-sishyasya Jaya 
nandi-bhatara-sishyasya GunanandP-bhatara-sishyasya Ohandanandi-bhatarargge ashta-asiti- 
uttarasya trayo-satasya^ sainvatsarasya Magha-masam ^omavaram Svati-nakshatra suddha 
paficliami Akalavarslia-PrithuYi-YaEabha-mantri TalaYana-nagara-Srivijaya-J inalayakko 
Punadu-chha-sahasra Edenadu-saptari-madhye Badaneguppe-nama AYmita-mahadhirajena 
dattena padiye ar olam-ur-u (lib) rol pannir-kkandugan geydu ambali-marmurn Talavana- 
puradol tala-Yittiyaman Pogarigeleyol paunir-kkandugam Pirikereyolam raja-manam- 
anumodana pannir-lckandugam mauoharam dattam Badancguppc-gramasya simantaram 
purbbasyam-disi kemjige-moradie Gajaseleyc Karivalliya-Kottagara-Badaneguppeya-tnsan 
dhiya satti-koradu agneyadin ante bandu Kagam-tatakam puna dakshmasyam-disi bahu^nuhiye 
balkam-vrikshame puna paschima-mukhade sanda bahumulika-pantiye puna Badancguppeya- 
Kottagara-Multagiya-trisandhiya kole Chandigale puna nairatyade sandu kathaka-vriksliame 
puna pasehimasyam-disi peld-uldil-vrikshame santerctiya Yata-vnkshame puna tore-vallame 
uttaia-mukhade sanda bahumtilika-pantiye jambupadiya-tatakame puna Yayavyado gale- 
chimcha-YTikshame puna Badaneguppeya-Multagiya-Koleyanura-JDasanura-trisandhiya- 
nerggiia-gumbe niduYelunge puna Gajaseleya-grama uttara-disi kayga-moradie ilidu kemba 


1 Originally deoipliered by me andpubbsbed in 1872, J7id Ant i, 363 ; see also xii, 12. The facsimile now 
published is from an impression by Dr Fleet The original impression by Dr Borgess is given in the Indian 
Antiquary, vol. i 

2 A symbol here supposed to represent Om. 8 The nna is inserted below the line 

^ Vidya IS inserted below the line, with a small cross above, to show where it should come 
5 By mistake tna has been engraved for tma. 6 This name should most probably be Abhayanandi. 

7 The second na is inserted below the Ime. 

8 The first sa is inserted below the line between two vertical strokes. 

8 The ya is inserted below the line. 
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No I — Merkara plates of Avinita Kongani — The year 388. 


Plate I 
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W GRIGGS & SONS, Ltd , PHOTO-LITH 


SCALE NINE-TENTHS 


FROM INK-IMPRESSIONS BY Db FLEET. 
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81 


reye puna purbba-mnkhade sanda balnimlilika-pa {Ilia) ntiye puna kadapaltigala vata- 
vriksliamo puna isfmade Badaneguppeya-Dasanura-Polniada-trisandhiya tatakame kodigatti 
chibelia-vrikshame komtarambma ^ dineim purbbade kudittu simantaram 1 1 tasya saksMna 
G-anga-raja-kula-sakalaatliayika-purusba Perbbakkavana Marugareya Sendrika Gamjenada 
JSrirgguiida Maniyuguroya Nandyala Sinibal Adapa bhrityayam desa-sakshi Tagadura Kulugo 
varu Ganiganiira Tagadaru Algodate bTandakarum Ummatura Belluxarum Alageyarum 
Badanoguppeya Jhaiiisanda^ Belluraru Perggiviyarum II svadatta paradattamg va yobaretha 
vasundhari shasbtim varsha sahasrani vishtayam jayate^ krxmi II vasubbi vasudba bbuktam 
rajabbis Saka-rajabhi ^ yasya yasya yada bhumi tasyatasya tadapalam 11 devasvan tu visbam 
gborarn na visbam visbam uobyate visbam ekakinam bonti devasva putra pautrikam 11 saman- 
[y]r)yara dbarmma lietum® nnpanam kale kale palaniyo bbavadbbi sarbban etam bbagina® 
parttivondra bbuyo bhuyo yacbate Eamabbadra ’ 1 1 Yisvakarmma likhitam 


On a stone at Biliur fin Kiggai~nadJ , 

^ bhadram astu Jina-^asanaya Saka-nrip-atita-kala-samvatsaramgal entunur-ombattaneya 
varsham pravarttisutliro svasti Satyavakya-Komgunivarmma-dbarmma-mabarajadbiraja 
Kovalala-puravare^vara Nandagxri-natba ^rimat-Permmanadiya rajyabhisbekam geyda padi 
nontaneya^^ varsbad andu Palguna-masada ^ri-paficbame yandu ^ivanandi-siddhantada- 
bhatarara ^isbyar Ssarybanandi^^’-devargge ^^Penne-gadangada Satyavakya-Jxnalayakke 
Peddorogareya Biliur-ppannir-ppalliyumam sarvba-pada-paribara Permmanadi kotto tom 
bbattaru-sasirvbarum ay-samantaruin Beddoregareya elpadimbarum ent-okkalum idakke 
saksbi Male-aaairvbarum aymurvbarumm^® ay-damarigarum idakke kapu idan alidoiii 
Baranasiyumain sasirvbar-pparvbarumam sasiram kavxleyuman alidom paRcba-mabapatakan 
akkum Sedojana Ixkbitta^® Beliura^'^ enbattu-gadyana ponnu entu-nuru-battamum teruvom. 

3 

On a stone at Kotur (same nadj in the Lakkunda forest, 

svasti Satyavakya-Komguuivarmma-dbarmma-maharajadhirajam Kuvalala-puravare^varam 
bTandagiri-nathain ^rimat-Permmanadigal Jedala Ereyanga-gavundana magamge Permmadi- 


1 Tlie ta IS inserted ‘below the line between two vertical strokes 

2 What looks like this name is inserted below the hne here in a different cursive hand, 

3 The ya is inserted below the line. 

4 Q-enerally Sagaradilhih 

3 Properly setum : the collocation dharmma hStam recalls the Buddhist formula. 

3 Generally bhdnna. 

7 GeueTaily EdmcwhandraTi, 
s See note 2, p 30. 

The first ne is inserted below the line. 

For the subscript va the earlier form of la is used ; also in 1. 8, 9. 

11 The sign for subscript na is the same as for na, as usual at this period. 

12 Read aynurwarum. The subscript va in this and the next line has the modern form of la. 

13 Read hhhiani 

1^ This name begins with the old form of la here, but with the new form in 1. 8. 
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Yattam gatti bitta stiti-kramam avud endode siddMyada ponnol pattu gadyana poiimim 
biltiya bhattadol auni-bhattamumam ella-kalakkam sasanam age biitar Btlvayyan akkaram 
mamgalam Ereyamgamge kalnada maliasri. 

4 

On a stone at Peggur (same nMJ, 

SYasti Saka-aripa-kal-atita-samvatsara-sataiiga 899 ttaneya Isvara~sa[m]vatBarain pra 
varttise^ ^ Bvaati Satyavakya^-Konginivarmma-dharmma-mabarajadbiraja Kolala-piiravar 
e^Yara Kandagiri-natba srimat Rachamalla-Parmmaiiadigal tad--varHh-[a]bbyaiitara 
Palguna-sukla-pakshada ISTandisvaram talpa-devasam age avasti samasta-vairi-gaja-giiat-atopa- 
kum.bliikunibha-stala-sp'utit-anargghya-iiniktaphala- grahana - bhikara - kar - aye - nivasita - dale 
shma-dorddanda-mandita-praclmndam annana'^-banta badavara-naiitani Srimat ilakkaHa 
Beddoregareyan aluttire bhadram astu Jma-sasanaya ^ri-Bclgola-nivasigal-appa ^ri-Biraseua 
siddbanta-devara vara-sisbyar sri-Gonasena-paudita-bliattarakara vara-fijshyar'^ Srimat 
Anantayiryyayyamgal Pe[r]ggadtiniin posa-yadagamuman abhyantara-sidd liiyagc padedar 
adarkke saksbi tombhattaru-sasirbbarum ay-samantanim BGddorogarc-yelpadiml)anxm 
ent-okkalxmi idam kayar im^lvar Mmalcparum aynurbbarum ay-dainai’igarum Bripuniaba'*'" 
maharajaradattiyan avon orbban alidom Banarasiyum safiirbba-BrahmaTiaruin Rasira-kaviloyu 
man ahda paricha-mahapatakan akkum idan ar>»orbbar kadar avargo pindupuuyain'’ Cliaiida- 
nandiyayyana likhitam|| Perggadtira basadiya Sa«anam. 

5 

On a stone at Mercara Central School^ brought in from the countrg , 
noui in the Commissioner's ofjice. 

svasti Sri Saka-vanslia 921 neya Sarvvari'samvatsarada Pfilguna-mriBadapumiamo tJH/ure- 
Bbadrapada Arkkayarad-andu Ganagura Biha-gfimundana magam Harioliarda]rraa-Botti 
Kimin dor-olege gedu kalam tilditi Kalfirarn madi MuJlur-nnada Bokanaballiyu llakfidi 
yadiya Goraballi yu loyu-nada Kudaluramam tainia blmja-baladnida pad( 3 du 

modal kalnsiyam mindn EaineSvaram archi . baitii kabbil-aiigalou dlia[rnima]kko bitta 
manmi kliandaga i dharmmayau alidam kayile . ... 

6 

On a virakal at Niduta fin YUusfimrashlmeJ. 

svasti sri-jayabbyudaya-Saka-Yarnsba 1177 no Eaksliasa-sam 1 Vaisaklia and ha 1 1 Si 
srimat-pratapa-c hakravarti Hoysana blinja-bala sri-Vira-bTaraaimba-Eayana . . kfd a d a 1 1 1 

Kabigodma Bira-gayndana maga Somaiyann bognlntta Bnmbiya-nayakann tan diita Biinaiva 
Somannan odane yatti liogi kadidalli biddanu a Somaiyann deva-lokakke salla-bekcudn titan 
odane-hnttida Man-gay ndann a Some-gavndana maga Mayigann parijiaya madisida biragallu 
mangala-maha sri sri Sri. 

1 The subscript t in this and the next word is formed in a peculiar manner The engraver seems to liave 
had some original ideas. See the stop m line 2, and nd in Nandagiri 

2 Read Satyavakya. 

The double nna is here expressed by nna. 

4 These two phrases might he read devar avara mhyar and Wiattarahor avara ^'shyar. 

s The original impressions showed Snpurada, 

^ Read punyam 
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